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The Preface 


READER. 

| His following _—_ T Awouch to be according to the True Evange- 
lick Spirit in the Point, wheredf it Treats, and ſo according to the 

Analogy of Faith, I am aſured therefore according to that Rule of 

Charity, that hopeth All Toiggs , All other the Author's Diſcour- 

ſes muſt needs carry the the ſame Analogy and Proportion with it ſelf ; 1 de 

. not ſay, but in the Pathos and vehemency of preſſing Truth upon a popular Auditory 
- There may be what they call iwuſſeix Tis &90Muts 3 an over-weight on that ſide, 
whither the Torrent of Diſcourſe runs t And bereunts the Speaker's Propen- 
ſton and Byaſs of Thoughts mo? inclines. For what Serions and Intent Perſwa- 
der does not ſuffer the ſame Inequality of Propenſion? That Excellent Writer 
of the Right uſe of the Fathers _ not only, but Apologizes the ſame Thing 
for them; that in th:ir Warmths of Exhortation, They bent often the Stick to the 
contrary Extream: Now, God forbid, everv Expreſſion ſo ſtraying, ſhould be 
either [nterpreted unto Hereſie, or uncharitably turned into an Accuſation. Let 
this therefore more weighed Treaty of Things and Declaration of the Writer's 
Judgment ftand a Rule for Interpretation of all Popular Preachings ; For here- 
in, as more Exaitly weighed, and ſolemnly publiſhed ; There is an Appeal ta God 
to bis Churches,the Paſtors, Teachers, and People, and even to the Rationa 
World ; and ſo a5 akind of Oath ; It ought to be an End of Strife ; except ſome 
ether Solemn and Avowedzeuber Diſcourſe Preach'd or Publiſh'd,Counter-balanc'd it. 
In this 1 obſerve nothing but what 7s nes jus as before God; ſo T cannot but 
bope to the Conſciences of All who are Spiritual; And if any others will be Igno- 

rant, let them ſo be. | EY 

Te is my Judgment, that in the ſtating the Order of Nat*re between Conviction 
of Sin, leading the Saints to the $i ht of the need of Chriſt, as to the Order of 
it, and the Application to Chriſt $ Thzs Diſcourſe grants too much to Conviſtion 
of Sin, rather than too little, viz. That fight of Sin, need of Chriſt, muſt in - 
Order of Nature needs be firſt. For' why, may not the necd of Chriſt, and 
Fom thence a Sight of Sin, rife as properly from thoſe Grand Propoſt- 
tions of the GoFel, Chriſt died for Ally viz. ( Who Live and have their 
Lives given them) Secing from thence, It muſt needs be concluded, They were : 
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- 'All Dead; 45 well as Sight of Sin, by and upon ſenſe of rr need of Chrift, 
be from Legal ohvitlioos of Sin 2 For the Avolte ſo reaſens. And why not as 
well Argued, If Chriſt Died;*Rightcouſneſs cannot be by the Law ; fer then 
Chriſt mult have Died in vain, on which plainly folows the Senſe ot Sin i 
juſt Order, As, ſeeing Rightcoſneſs cannet be by a Condemning Law, There- 
fore we muſt Run to a Dying Jelus,from the-ſight of that condemning Law. fir, 
Theſe therefore are Co- equal, Co-ordinate : And ſure "if any have the Preference, 
or Dignity, it zs due to th: Death of Chrilt , to be the Original, and. to be 
in All Theſe as the Pre-eminent Source of Truth for the Divine Grace 
to produce in bis Ele, ſenſe of Sin, and deep Humiliation under it 5; We are all 
Loſt and Undone in our ſelves by a Holy Law Condemning for Sin; And, 
God ſo loved the World, that whoever Believes ſhall not Periſh $ Chriſt 
Died for the Chicf of Sinners ; Neceſſarily inferring, We are All in a perifhing 
condition by reaſon of Sin + And God in the Varieties of his own Wiſlom, makes 
uſe of the One, even as of ths Other, according to the Varieties of Subje(ts he hath 
to work upon, and the various Dipenſations of Truth, he Concredits to his Mie 
niters, wh:m he makes the Inſtruments of Converſion; And to think to bind all 
to one Methad, #s to think to make weights our ſelves, for the Wind, to hold it in 

- our Fiſt, to cauſe it to blow when, and whenct we liſt, 

There ts in Relation to the Author of this Diſcourſe, great Thoughts of Heart, 

-- welt as Noiſes, concerning ſome unuſual * Impreſſrons on his Hearers, call d 
its. | 

But that which I think All perſons concerned about them ſhould firft Enquire 
and ſatisfie themſelves concerning, is 4 What the Succeſs of bis Miniſtry zs in 
Turning men from Darkneſs to Light, from Satan to God, Manifefled in their 
Change, from a wain, debauched, meer earthly, to a holy ſerious heavenly Converſa- 
tion 3 For if this be really found in cnjuettine with a preaching the Truth, that 
is in Jeſus, Two Things from our Lords Vindication of bimſelf,Matth.12424- and 
his Minifry will follow to Allay thts Doubt. 

I. That there can be n Argument taken from theſe Symptoms, As-if God 
were difleaſed with a Miniſtry, to which he gives Teſtimony by that- great and © 
mighty Effet of Converſion and bringing bome to bimſelf + For this is the. Work 
of God, giving Witneſs to the Miniſtry of his Servants ; and ſuch Miniſtry 
-needs not Letters of Commendation to or fromt For Converts are their E- 

iſtle, being the Epiſtle of Chriſt Miniſtred by ſuch his Servants ;, and then ſuch 
ermiſfions of Satan are to be looked ufon either © a5 Toms on bis Servants, of * 
their Faith, Patience, and Sinceriry ; or for their Humiliation and Sell bale... 
ment, like the Apoſtles Thorn in the fleſh'a Meſſenger of Satan to but- 
fer him 2 And they are in Judgment, and as a Snare upon them, who Love not © 
the Lord Jeſus, nor his Goſpel in ſincerity, while Hs own are more careful 
to Parifie the nſelves, Watching and Praying, 'I hey may not fall into - 
Temptation. $ 

2, There can be no Confederacy in ſuch a Miniſtry with Satan's Kingdom; . _ © 
for then as our Lord Argued, Satan muſt be divided aginſt himſelf 2  And- 

therefore a Caution lies bere againſt [mputing to Saran #hat 7s of God } E y 
- » I 
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* whatever bo!ds out Chr big ind in his duc- Exaltation, and is attended with 
bringing home Sinners to God, T look upon it a6 a very dangerous Approach to that 
Sin, to Impute it to Satan, 

There are other Things that are made Matters of Jouple, and prejudice again? 
the Miniſtry of the Author, of which I will nat particularly ſpeak, but give ſome 
general Intimations of 0m 20 by laying down. ſeveral Poſitions relating both te 
them ana the approaching Kingdom of Chriſt, of general Truth, and ſcafmodle 
to the Tame and preſent Hour, 

I. That whereas we are now ſo Jealous of the Higheſt Preaching the Higheſt 
Largeſt Grace of the Redemption of Chriſt ; leaſt 1t ſhould bring in Carnal Li- 
berty, in this time of the Apoſtacy, wherein that New Song of the Redemp- 
tion of Chriſt, Rev,5, is ſo much loſt ; That very pry os in its making 
us Kings and Prieſts to God, will be found to have all the Springs of Holineſs 
in it ;, when that, As it were New Song, becauſe ſo much loſt, ſhall be Sung ; 
Learn'd by the 144000, and by them Taught to the World it ſelf ;, If that Dofrin 
of it be now truly Preach'd and Receiv'd, it can produce nothing but Holineſs and 
Spirituality, in that Kingdom beginning to appear $ So that there is no reaſon to 
be Offended at the Aſpiring to it now, by any of the Servants of Chriſt. 

2. That whereas it is Thought, Miracles and Gifts of Healing among others, 
rs quite cejjated, becauſe of the Canon of Scripture ſettled $ there is indeed only 
an Interruption by the coming in of the Apoſtacy,but that Power ſball return with 
much greater Effica' y ;, we need neither therefore wonder ſo much if any ſuch be 
vouchſafed, or on the other ſide, that it is not more High and PerfeQ, becauſe 
the Time of the Apoſtacy is not Expir d. 

3. Although Churches congregated by Agreement, if but of Two or Three, 
to Ask any Thing in Chrift's Name, be the, be# Conſtitution at this Time of 
any., and Founded on that Charter, Matth: 18, 19,20. Yet ſuch Churches are 
to take heed, they do not ſtand in the way of Chriſt's Kingdom, but givz freedom 
to all Emctions of it by way of Redundance t For in his Kingdom All ſhall be 
moving to that Panegyris, that General Aﬀembly and Church of the Firſt 
Born 2 If Any Flow therefore from any one of the Churches Chriſt Stream into 
enother ;, ſecing All ſhould Work the Work of Chriſt, one even as the other ; 
They ſhould not be look'd upon as Breaking Churchcs, but as a Gladſom Uni- 
on and Jucorporation of the ſame Streams, and the ſame Pure River, ma- 
king Glad the City of God, 

Theſe Things I thought fit to Preface, for the removing Prejudice, and that a 
Way might be prepar'd for the Fulneſs of ſhe Bleſfin of the Goſpel, Jo far as 


Minifired in this following Diſcourſe, To which End are my Humble 
-- and Earneſt Prayers 2 


oy 


TL. i-everley, 


Zachary Xii. 10, 


And 1 will pour upon the Houſe of David, and the Inhabitants of Jeruſelem, the © 
Spirit of Grace and Supplication ; and they ſhall look upon me whom they have © 
pereed, and they ſhall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only Son and ſhall 
be in butterneſs for him, as one that is in bitterneſs for his- firſt born. : 


= Words I have principally in my Eye, are theſe. - They ſhall | 
, lock upon me whom they bave pierced, and they ſhall mourn I el My 


I 
Expoſuors ſay, In the fr Clauſe, Chriſt is brought in ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf, viz. They ſhall look upon me whom they bave pier- 
| ced, In the ſecond Clauſe, God is brought in by the Propher, 
3s ſpeaking of his Son, viz. And they ſhall mourn for bun. However, all a- * 
gree, that Chriſt is intended by thele little Pronouns (me and him. ) b. 
In this Chapter there are many Prophectical Deſcriptions of the Glory- 
to be revealed in Goſpel- days; eſpecially of the fulneſs of that Glory ro- © +Þ 
wards the latter end of thoſe days. E 
Among manifo!d Propheſies which have an Apes on that Glory,, this 
in v.10 1s one, viz, That there will be then, a Great, and Plentiful Effu- 
fion of the Holy Ghoſt, This was partly accompliſhed-at the day of 
Pentecoſt : Bur it is yet to have a Greater Accompliſhment towards the: 
End of Times ; which —_—_— Souls of ſome. of us carneſtly long after. 
There are abundance of Promiſes in the Old and New Teſtament ; 
( which 1 ſhall not now ſtand to mention) which contain this Great, and 
Glorious Priviledge the Saints ſhall have at laſt, iz, A Wonderful pour-" 
ing down of the Holy Spirit upon them , even ſuch, (if not greater) than- 
was at the Day of Pentecoſt; and there are 1a my Text, three Great Et- 
teas mentioned thereof. We 
I. The Spirit will be as a Spirit of Grace ; W hence it will follow, that 
all che Graces of the Spiric, ſhall be made vigorouſly co flouriſh in the 
He will be 2 Spine of Sup A mighty Spirit of Þ ill 
2, He will be a Spirit of Supplication : mighty Spirit of Prayer will. 
come down upon the Godly then. The Godly will Pray after ſuch a 
rate and manner, that they themſelves will be Aſhamed of their former 
has 47 le will notthen be acold, dry repeating oyer of ſome Petitions, 
and a Dead Form of Confefſfion,and Acknowledgment, 
with a Wichered Formality of Prailing ; but a lively Rmm.12T1e 2 Gu, 
vigorous asking. with great Freedom of Speech, in che  - wg Fn 
Name of Jeſus, without doubting or wavering ; being 1,5, Mark it. 24. 
lo confident of receiving, in $s time, and way, the 
things asked for to his Glory, as if already obtamed ; As alſo a ſenfible 
mourning ſor, loathing of, and acknowledgment of fin, conliltent wich 
Joy and Peace in Believing, in excrcife at the ſame Q 
Time; "Together witha lively. hearty, zealous ſaund- ego, 6, 
., jog foxth the Praiſes of the Glory of his Free Grace, 1 5511133: 
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know ſuch manner of Praying, or that that looks like it, tumbles the 
preſent Generation. But when the Spiric 45 poured down from on high 
1: will be othcrwiſe thens : 

This Obſervation I haye made; that we may'judge of a Man's Spirit. 
very much by his Prayer, and diſcern therein, whether he be then under 
the Teachings of the Spiritor no, whether hedecays, or grows in his Soul; 
For 2 Man's Praying is very much the Palſe of his Soul. If a Man prays 
Spiritually, Evangelically, with holy and heavenly Boldneſs, through the 
Blood of Sprinkling, with great nearneſs to God, in Chriſt ; you may con- 
clude. that Soul is in a good Frame, and growing in Grace. Burt, if one 
Prays Coldly, Formally, and Legally, with a multitude of Well-ordered 
Sentences, or a number of vain ———_ forced out with a meer na» 
tural ychemency ; you may conclude, that Soul is-in a poor, and wither- 
ing condition, bas nothing of the Spirit of Prayer; and ſuch a Praying 
will, one way or other, be tothe Spiricual diſadvantage of all the Godly 
that hear it. I have ſometimes been ſo caſt down when I have heard 
ſome Pray. that I could not. be lively in my Spirit ſome time after ; Bur 
this is certain, where there is a Spirir of Prayer, or Praiſing poured up- 
on any , all the Godly that are prefent' will more or leſs feel it. But 
then alſo upon the pouring down of the Spirit. there will be a greater 
frequency in Praying. Now a Man thinks himſelf a very ſtri& Chrilſti- 
an » if he Prays but twice a day; keeping to his ſet-times of Morning 
and Evening. Burt then the Godly ſhall Pray many times a day. If 
People- ſtint themſelves: to ſo many times, and not aboye ity it will be 
_ very prone to degenerate into Formality. 

h! that you that live in the midit of the Hurryes and Vanities of 
London, would be often on your knees in your Cloſets, and they that have 
Families, iti their Families too ! and that whatever Concernment you 
meet about, you would begin with Prayer. Oh that ſuch a ſpirit was 
poured down upon you ! though it be far otherways now ; I am perſwa- 
ded ere long it will be thus with the Godly ; when the Spirit is poured 


*_ down from on high, they will be then for improving all Opportunities 


to go tothe Throne of Grace ; And when they have not Ser-times for 
Prayer, yet their Hearts will be continually addreffing themſclyes to the 
Father of Mercies in Chrift Jeſus. : 

The third effec mentioned in. my Text of ſuch an Effuſton of the Spi- 
rit is this; The Godly ſhall then fee, more clearly, the Lord Jelys pier- 
ced by their fins ; They ſhall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and mourn 
over him, ſaycs the Text. 

Though Believers have at times now a fight of their fin, wounding 
the uy Glory ; yet then, they ſhall have a fuller, and a clearer view 
of their Jniquiries, in their odious and loathſome nature, through the 
Glaſs of a Crucitied, Jeſus. Oh then their hearts will melt , and their 
 Joyns will afcak with fighing for fin, as beheld in this Glaſs! Oh.! How 
will rhey mourn, and weep'for, loath; confels, and forſake every Tran 


**, greſſion,whearhey bzhold them all mectingon the dying Feſis of Nazareth! 
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The Dodtrine I-intend to handle, 1 found on this Third*EffeR, and 
thoſe-words in the Verſe that expreſs it ; and it is as followeth-z 

Dot. The fight of our ſins, through the Glaſs of a Crucfied Jeſus, ts the only 
thorough ſight of ſin. Pi | 

This I ſhall prove from the Holy Scriptures of Truth; and 1 begin 
with that place; Aft 2. 37, Now- when they heard this, they were pricked in 
their Heart, 8c. The Propheſie inthe words of my Text then began e- 
minently to be Accompliſhed, The Apoſtle and Diſciples were filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt on that day of Pentecoſt ; and the Apoſtle Peter ( after his 
recovery from ſo great a fall ) being endued with a migtty Power from 
on high, Preached unto the amazed Multitude , a Sermon concerning a 
Crucitied Jeſus ; which he ſums up, » 36. in theſe words, Therefore let 
all the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly. that God hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom 
ye have Crucified , both Lord and Chrit, Now when 3000of them heard 
this, they were pricked in the heart, When they hearg this : Heard what? 
That the Lord they had Crucified, was the Redeemer and Saviour. 
When they heard this, and were convinced of this ; then did the Mur- 
der of the Lord Jefus appear in its diſmal Colours: when they heard and 
were perſwaded of this; that the ſame Jeſus whom they bad Crucihed , 
dicd for their fins, and was bruiſed for their Iniquities ; ob then ! they ſaw 
their fin to be ſuch a Monſter, that it cut them to the heart. One glof- 
ſes thus upon the place. They were pricked to their beart,jand ſin was pricked 
to the heart too, T he Heart's blood of their fin was ler our. 

It is evideut from the place, that their firſt convition was, that that 
Jeſus they had Crucified was the Saviour; and that wounded them to the 
Heart: and then preſently they were made to believe, he was their Sayi- 
our, and that made their Heart-wounds yet the deeper. Turn again to 
Efay 6. 5. Then ſaid I, woe is me, 1 am undone, becauſe I am a Man of unclean 
lips, &c, But what is the matter > What made him of a ſudden have 
ſuch a ſight of his own vileneſs and miſery ? Read the following words, 
and you ſhall know the Reaſon. For ( fayes he ) mine eyes have ſeen the 
King, the Lord of Hoſts, Wohence ir follows, that a-view of the Lord Jc- 
ſus in his Glory, gives the Soul ro ſee it's own Pollution and Miſery ; 
Then ſaid 1 ( i. e. When he beheld the King in his Glory, he cryed out) 
Wo is me! But this place of Scripture will (till appear to be, more preg- 
nant-to the purpoſe, if we weigh well, what it was to ſee the King in his 
Glory; and that alſo we ſhall find out by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, in 
the underſtanding of theſc following things. 1. I hat tnis Chapter Pro- 
pherically treats of a Cracified J:fus, compare » 1. with John 12 41. and 
other places. 2. From ». 1. it is plain 3 that his Glory was not only, that 
he was upon a Throne high and lifted up; bur that alſo, bis Tran filked the 
Temple. 3. That his Train in the Original,, and Margent of ſome of 
your Bibles ſignifies his Skirts, z. e. of his Carments: His Garments , 
and the Skirts of his Garments,.in Scriprure- phraſe , fer forch his Rog 
tcouſnels. This did the Garments of tbe High-1 ri:it of old Teſtifie : To 


this 'that Parable alludes ot the Woman that had the Þloody-Ifſne ; fayes. 
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ſhe, If 7 may but touch the hem of his Garment, 8; Which, ho doubt, Spi- 
ricually underſtood, ſignifies £4 righteouſnels. So that this I infer api 
the words; To have a fight, through Faith, of the Lord pms, his God. 
like undertakings, is to have a ſight of the King in his Glory ; and ſuch a 
- light by Faith, lets the poor Soul ſee its own filthineſs , and Pollution. 
e Third place I bring for a Proof, is Jeb 42. 5,6. 7 have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear , but now mine eye ſeeth thee ; Wherefore I abhor my 
fe , and repent in duſt and aſhes, T here is many a Soul that hears of Chriſt 
in the ſonnd of the Goſpel, with-the hearing of the Ear, and that gives 
them not a true ſight of themſelves z but, when they come by a ſight of 
him wounded, and bruiſed for them, to ſee {in and themſelves, thenthey 
are made to abhor their ſins, that lay ſo heavy upon their dying Lord. 
Having thus proved the Truth, I ſhall proceed to confirm, and illu- 
ſtrate it 3; and herein 1 ſhall follow this Method. | 
Firſt, 1 ſhall prove ro you, that no Glaſs can render ſin fo odious, and 
ſo exceeding {inful, as the Glaſs of a dying Jeſus. 

Secondly, Make it plain to you, how fin comes through a powerful diſ- 
covery -of the Redemption of Chriſt Jeſus, to appear ſo loathſome and 
deteſtable. 

As to the firſt, there are but two Glafſes beſides this, through which ſin 
may be diſcoyered. The firſt is the Glaſs of the Lawgthrough which fin- 
' . hers are made, by the Light of Nature, to ſee fin upon themſelyes. Se- 

coridly, The Glaſs of Divine Vengeance in Hell, through which the 
Damned can do nothing bur ſee {in upon themſelves, 

I ſhall examine the firſt, viz. Sin ſeen in a ſtate of Nature , by the 

Light of Nature, through the Glaſs of the Law. And 

Rom, 3. 20. here l grant, as the Apoltle ſaich, That by the Law is the 
knowledge of fin; yet there is a vaſt difference berween 

the Diſcovery of ſin by the ſame Law, in a ſtate of Nature, and in a 
ſtate of Grace ; However, in a ſtate of Nature, the Righteous Law of 
God, let in by the Light of Nature into the Contcience, will convinceof 
ſin, as the Men of Nineveh were convinc'd. or Cain, or Judas, or Fez, by 
ſome ſtrokes of the Spiric of Bondage. There are the Written Remains 
of the Law in every Man's Conſcience , and their 

Rom. 2. 14. Conſcience, by turns, accuſes them, or excules them , 

according as they do wellor ill; And the outward 

Letter of the Law does improve thoſe Written Remains, as God pleaſes, 
This cannot be denied; that che Law gives to poor Couls, in a Iitate 

of Nature, a fight of ſin; but yer thereby they ſee it charged upon them- 
ſelves, and not upon another. Now therefore Judge, O Sinner ! what 

a dreadful ſight of fin this will be , to ſee it charged on thy ſelt ! What 

Condemnation muſt this needs bring thy poor ſoul under ? 'What Hor- 
" rours, and Terrours muſt thou be filled with ? And when no Spirit of 
Life and Grace comes in, How canſt thau forſake that ſing that ſtill dogs 
thee, lays faſt hold 01 thee, and drags thee away Captive? But there 
being no Renewing Grace and Power givea.z for a ſinner to ſee haigfin 


- 


there. can beno_ changing, rene\ ing ſight by rhe « of 

gains the Spirit of Bondage and Conviction come in alſo with the 

ghrt of Natural conſcience, it will be a and dim ſight of in, it cannot 
be a thorough, and full ſight of fin, What this Law of Natme may 
doin ſubordination, and in ſubſeryiency to the Goſpel, at the firſt com- 
ing of Grace, is not the Queſtion at preſent ; But 1 am now ſpeaking of 
Convi&ions Natural, or General eyen by the Word of God, afore Grace 
comes, when the Soul is wholly under onely the Law of natural conſci- 
ence; And this 1 ſhall prove, that meer Legal convitions antecedent 
to Grace, do not give the Soul a thorough ſight of fin, | 

I, The Light of Nature , or common Light is too weak and imper- 
feft to take in the Law in its full extent , and Spirituality. . How can 
they that are Deaf, and Blind, in being dead in T reſpaſſes and Sins, ſee, 
or hear the full Demands of the Law they are under , or confider the 
Greatneſs of its Condemnation ? | 

2. Thisis plain from Experience ; That every Soul that has no more 
than ſuch meer Legal Conviftions, ſatisfies Conſcience under the greateſt 
ConviQtions and Horrours with its own doings, and ſeeks for Juſtification 


by the Works of the Law. Now wete the Soul throughly convinced of fin, 


how greatly fin aftronts Infinite Juſtice, aſperſes Infinite Holineſs, defies 
Infinite Truth, and deſpiſes Infinite Soveraigntyz it would never pre- 
ſame to think to make the leaſt Reparation to Aﬀeronted Jultice, and In- 
jured Holineſs, by any Repentings, Tears, or doings of its own. Could 
the Soul make a true eſtimate of fin and ſelf, it would never offer ics own 
Obedience and Sorrows at the Bar of God for Satis'afion, 

This is a moſt certain Rule ; That whatever a Soul fatishes Conſci- 
ence with; that's the Anſwer, that the Conſcience givesto the Demands 
of the Righteous Law, and 'tis the fatisfaCtion it offers to Injur'd Juſtice, 
It a Man fatisfies his conſcience with the death and Obedience of che 
Lord Jeſus, by Faith received and applyed : T hen *tis evident it offers 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to the demands of Juſtice, and the Law. Burt 
if the Man quiets his raging confcience-with his ſorrows and obedience, 
it is undeniably evident,that that Mai attempts to farisbe Juſtice, and the 
demands of the Law, with his own ſorrows, though filled with Enmiry. 
againſt God, and his imperte& and impure obedience. And this is.a 
common experience found in all, awakened in a-Natural ſtate ; then 
their greateit legal convitions end in a conſcience-Peace, meerly. acqui- 
red by the deeds of the Law: And it is commonly diſcerned, a {owl con- 
vinced by the Law of Nature, or ſome General ligh: of Scripture, pre- 


ſently ſers about Doing ; reforms, humbles himſelt, weeps, mourns, hears, -. 


prays, and if it can bur (till conſct-nce thereby,it firs down in greac hopes 
and fecnrity, though not upon a good bottom. Ah ! poor ſonl, didft. 
thou but clearly know the ſpiritualliry of the Law, and cine oflicus..na- 
ture of {12,thau-would(t not offer to bring thy Rags to an holy God, nor 
ſtand. before him in thy Filth, and a And thy beſt doings 


are 
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| ence, and the Juſtice of God there, by. ais righteous Law doe impeach. 
Thou haſt finncd, O ſinner, faith the-Law inthe conſcience.z whereap- 
on the contcience is pained * , Whatever now removes this pain of con- 
ſcience is rhe Anſwer given to this demand of the Law ; And the;Anſwer 
of ſinners is according to their degrees of Namtres light. Some rofsly 
ignorant plead this. God is Merciful ; not knowing this, that there is 
not a drop of Mercy to be had out of Chriſt. Others add- to their 
Plea, theſe things; they are Chriſtians, Proteſtants, were Baptized, are 
good Church-folks, devout at their Prayers, &c. whereas all things with- 
out Chriſt are but empry Names. Others plead, They are not Drunk- 
ards, Extorcioners, Swearers, Sabbath-breakers, as ſome of their Neigh- 
bours are; but that they have a good heart, have a good Meaning, and 
Sober, Juſt, and pay *very Man bis own, live peaceably among their 
Neighbours. * 'T'is well done to do fo. com yore is lovely in its place: 
Bur not well done to Truſt to theſe doings , and ſet up Morality in the 
Room of the Blood of Chriſt. Others can plead their Priviledges, Pro- 
feſſion, and Formes, and will be ready ro flatter conſazence, with ſuch 

rounds of Hope as theſe. I am a Profeſſor, hear the beſt Preaching and 

reachers ; nay, what's more, a Church-member alſo I have - eat an1 
drunk in bis Preſence, and Propheſied in his Name, Mat. 7. 22. All this may 
be, and yer being ignorant of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and refuſing to ſub- 
mit thereunto ; Chriſt may profeſs he knows you not. 

W hilt you ſatisfie conſcience with ſuch Pleature, you plainly ſeek to be- 
juſtified by the Deeds of the Law; and-ſo build upon a Quickſand, thar 
-unlefs you be moved to another Foundation, will ſwallow you down to 
the bottomlels pir. 

Suppole the {MW of Quick and Dead was preſent here, in his terrible 
Majelty, and put this awful Queſtion tocach of you; as you ſat upon your 
Benches _ You have broke my Law, and offended my Juſtice'z and my 
Juſtice mutt be vindicated, and my Law ſatisfied wit a compleat fatis- 
tation. Conliger ſeriouſly what anſwer could your conſciences make to 
him ? Suppoſe he ſaid ro one of you; Thou halt ſinned, and thou muſt 
die, Plead, Sinner, plead : Wherefore ſhould not Judgment be executed 
upon thee ſpeedily > May be you would ſay, Truth Lord, I have offend- 
ed ; but ſpare me a little, and I will do ſomewhat to atishe ; I will ay, 
weep, mourn, reform. and endeayour to.get a better and ſofrer hearr. 
Truely 'tis thus, poor Soules, under meer general convidttons, are apt to 
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deat with God, ; 
Bur, ſuppoſe the Awful Judge ſhould put the Queſtion to another of 
.- You, that has bcen under convittions of fin, but now are ſecure again ; 
Thou haſt broken my Law, and art a finner, thou deſerveſt Ecernal 
Damnatioa ; Conſcience, W hat Anſwer doſt thou give? Ah Soul! per- 
haps this is all thy conſcience can plead ; have prayed, mourned, and re- 
peuted, 1 am berter then | was, and have a better heart than before z mY, 
; . ye 
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1 have done this, and 1 Have done'tbat, "Bur et me tel! thee, this Plea | 
will notdoat God's Bar, whet' thou comelſt to ſtand naked there, This © 
is notthe Anſwer of a good Conſcience. The Anſwer of 
a good Conſcience, (ſaith the Apoſtle Peter)is not pleading, - 1 Pet. 3- 21, 
That it has put away the filth of the fleſh: Bur the Anſwer 
of a Eoakizace, is, from the Death and Reſurrettion f Feſus Chrif.. 
Ah Soul if thou haſt —_ plead but thine own Doings, thou 
wilt nfver ſtand in Judgment, bur will be condemned: for ever ; thou 
and thy Rags muſt be caſt into Hell. 1 do not dehort you from good 
Works done from a right Principle, but warn you of the Danger of 
leading them for your Juſtification. | tell thee, Sinner, _ would 
over-throw'ſuch Pleadings; and thus Anſwers Ay, oſzence, 
my Law demands perfe&, compleat, and univerſal Obedience. Have you given 
in ſuch an Obedience 2 Here thou muſt ſtand mute, for none living can 
have the Impudence to plead that; and-no Plea ſhort of ſuch an Obedi- 
ence, either performed by our ſelyes,'or by another for us, will do for 
Juſtification. Bur if you would reply, Lord, though not perfetHly, yet I have 
fincerely Obeyed, and is not that ſufficient ts my Juſtification , and to obtain the Bleſs 
fing for me. It would ſoon be Anſwered 4 Firft, how de you know your Obel 
dience is ſincere That Obedience has not a Dram of Sincerity in it, that 
puts in for Juſtification, and does uſurp the Righteouſneſs of my Son, But 
ſuppoſe your Obedience were ſincere; By whar Law of mine cati you plead 
for Degrees of Obedience to Fuſtifie > If you plead by any, ic muſt 'be by 
ſome New Law of Mens _ up, and not by my Good Old Law. 
Have a care of being led to an /dol- Zuftifieatzon : If you lean on fo ſandy a 
Foundation, you ſhall fall intothe Ditch. | 

Yer again, What if you could perfetly Obey for the time to come, 
what Satisfaftion would you give for paſt Frolations > Whereas the 
Breach deferves what ever my infinite Faſtice cav Inflicts If- you will ſa- 
tizfie Juſtice your ſelf, you muſt go to Hell to. ſatisfie ; that's the Place of 
Payment, for them that will pay in their own Perſons, and the Time of 
paying for them is no leſs than ETERNITY. 

But m——_—_ again, O Sinner, the Judge ſhould pur the Queſtion to the 
Believer that fits by thee. He would anfwer, Truly, Lord, 1 am by Nature 
involved in the Guilt of Adam's firſt Sin; 1have broke thy Law; Tam 
—— I bave been Guilty of innumerable Evils in T hought, Word, and 

d ; Yet the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has fully ſatisfied, and obeyed the Law for Sin- 
ners, yea, for the chnefett of Sinners; and fuch am 7; and not thew for we ? "ij 
Nay, ſays another Soal that is ſtronger in Faith ; He done it for me. ; 
However, the meaneſt Behkever can plead thus in bis Conſcience; Truth 
Lord, I am a Dog ; yet the Dogs eat of the criimbs that fall from their Maſter's 
Table, _—_ 5+ 27. lam as vile, why Fa. be ; yet =_ + 1 _ 
ragement Grace ts infmitely freely offered to, a 0p 
the wileſt of Sinners ; And why may nor I cake it in the org of hr 
Burl can ſay, 7 an ſtrip'd of a Pleas from my own Repentance and Doings, 
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yes.'of allPlcas but this, viz.” The Death' and Obedience of the Sow of 
will ſtand and: fall- by what Criſt bath done and ſuffered ; and if the Eifafhion 
of Chriſt is not ſufficient,” Tam ſatisfied to go tv"'Hell. , 
Pardon this Digreſſton, Bur this was the Inrear of ir; tofortifie the Truth 
I intended to Advance 2 That « Sinner in aſtzte of Nature; meerly under Le- 
gal Convidtions, ſatisfies his Conſcience with his own Doings, and ſeeks for*Satiſ- 
fattion by the Works of the Law. Meer Natural Conſcience is wholly a 
Stranger to this Plea of the Believer, from the Death and Refur&tion 
of Chriſt, and knows nothing of it 2 If he can attain to a lictle Legal 
Humilicy and Reformation, he thinks ic ſatisfaftion enough. And = 
_ Reaſon isthis, He has not a thorough ſight of Sin by the Lap : It he had, 
he would not dare bring his own dirty Doings, to plead for him for De- 
lwverance and Acceptance. | 
But ere I part with this Head, Iſhall leave the Remark behind. Would 
you know, whether your Convidtions are ſaving ? Take this Mark to know 
them by ; If nothing will ſatisfie your convinced Conſcience. but an Inte- 
reft in the Blood of Chriſt, and you ſay in your hearts with the: poor Wo- 
mang Matth. 4 21. If 1 may but touch the Hem bis Garment, even his 
Righteouſneſs, 7 ſhall be made whole ;- but not before; for all other Phyſi- 
cians, are Phyſicians of no value: Then tis apparant, yout Convittions are 
very hopeful. 
Here. is the great Difference between a meer Natural Convidtien, and thoſe 
that are ſaving. The one awakened Perſon, takes up with any thing to 
ſatisfie his Conſcience ; appeaſes the Storm thereot by Prayer, a few Tears x 
and Duttes 3 Byt the other continues bungring and thirſting 
—_ T 2. CP» for the Righteouſneſs the Lord Jeſus bas wrought out, and no- 
—" PH ching ſhort of that will quench his Thirft. Says the poor 
Soul, I will follow on after a bleeding Jeſus ; will continue to lean by bzs Spirit, 
on- bis Death and Satisfaion, 'till I come to ſome well-grounded Hopes and Aj - 
rance that 1 am waſhed in his Blood, and cloathed with his Righteouſneſs. W hat 
is the Reaſon that this Soul will be ſatisfied in no peace of Conſcience, 
ſhort of what accrues thereunto from the- Apprehended Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt > Anſw. Becauſe ir has been ſo thoroughly convinced of its Sin 
and Miſery, that. it Apprehends nothing will purge it, and cover it, no- 
thing will deliver it from Wrath, and Recommend it to the Father, but 
the God-like Righteouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus our bleſſed Lord. 
Hence it follows, and from allthat hath been ſpoken under this Head, 
That the Sinner in aſtate of Nature, meerly through the Glaſs of the Law, has not 
a full and thorough fight of Sin: So far, I mean, as either Natural Light, 
or common Grace hath the management of the Law. + 
21y, A /ight of ſin, meerly through the Glafs of the Law, is but a Kiling 
ſight of ſin, bringing in a Condemnation. The Word of God calls it, 
a Killing Letter, 2 Cor. 3. 6. Who alſo hath made us able Miniſters of the New 
Teſtament, not of the Letter. -(By which he means the Moral Law ) but of 
the Spirit 3, far the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giueth Life. 
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Goſpel, and calls thar of the Law, The killing Letter; fo alſo he calls the 
Miniſtration of the Lap, ver. 7. The Mimnſiration of Death , and, The Mini- 
ſirgtion of Condemnation, yer. g. oppoling to it the MinzFration of Righteauſ- 
neſs, vid. which he calls , The MiniStration of the Spirit, v. 8. *Tis tarther 
evinced from Rom. 7. g, 10, So that you may ſee a fight of fin meerly 
thrqugh the glals of che Lay, is a killing fight of fin, bringing the Soul 
aodfr guilt, and condemnation. 

I'might add , The Law makes no true, reah; ſpiritual change to Holi- 
neſs and Obedience; that is wholly wrought by the Spirir, changing the 
Soul into that Image of Holineſs ; the Goſpe], rogether with the Law,and 
by the Law, Repreſents, and thereby changes into the ſame Image, from 
Glory to glory, by the Lord, that Sperit. | 

Before | proceed, ſuffer me to make a little Application of this. 

Firſt , An Uſe of Examination to poor finners. Examine -what ſort 
of peace of conſcience you have, and how youcame by ir. I do not know 
how any of you here in London, can be under any ignorant fecurity,where 
there is ſo much Preaching ; enough, at leaſt, ro rouze up the Law in 
your Conſciences: I fcarce think, that any of you have lived” fo long 
without convidtions in your conſciences. How cameſt thou, O Sinner ! to be 
at peace within now ? And yet thou arr, at this moment, as much hang- 
ing over Hell, as if Hell fire were roaring in thy conſctence, Haſt thou 
not worn off Conviftions of ſin, by ſome obedience of thine own ? Haſt 
thou not choaked, and bribed thy conſcience by a few ſorrows, tears, pray- 
ers, and a little Reformation ? And may be now thou art I wo-fold: - 
more a child of the Devil than before. He that ſtill attempts to heal his 
conſcience theſe ways, comer, at laſt, to have an hardened iy ns, and 
then. he ſins without controul. This 1 affirm to thee, poor finner, thou 
never canlt attain to true Peace in thy Boſom,- till thou comieſt ro the 
Glaſs of a Crucified Jeſus, and beholdeſt thy fin laid upon him..-See, Oh!- 
ſceby Faith,the Lamb of God groaning under the burthen of thy ſin. Be 
hold him charg'd with thy Sorrows, bearing thy Grief, ſmit- : 
ten for thy tranſgreſſions,and wounded for thine iniquity. Them Tja. $. 3-cap. 3, 4. 
thou wilt ſee indeed, what a poiſonous Helliſh thing $ & 5 Kerjes. . 

Sin is, worſe than the Devil himſelf, Wouldſt thou 

ſee the damning nature of ſin, and mourn aright over it? Letthy Faith 

take a proſpeft what ſin did to the Son of God, 7. e. becauſe of the ſtns of 
the Ele& he was thus ſerved, Sin brought him down from Heaven, in- 

to the form of a Servant, and likewiſe of {ſinful fieſh, Sin ſtript him of 
all; ſin wounded, ſmote, and bruiſed him ; fin made him cry,My God,my 
God Why haſt thou forſaken me?Mat. 27:46.Sin brought him to death,and the 

Graye;: And now tell me is not fin an odious, horrid thing, yea, ex- 

ceeding ſinful 2 and a worſe name cannot be given it than fintul fin. 

Secondly, "The Second Uſe is to poor Believers ; and 'tis an Uſe of Cau» 
tion; 23- I hat they diligently attend = the yoice of the Spirit, hae 
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Here the Apoſtle oppoſes the Diſpenfarion of the Law, and that of the. ba. 


(10) TOE Ip 
Preaches' up the Blood of Jeſus in the conſcience, and not to the voice of 
the Law, that Thunders eur rchere Death and Condemnation. 

I here are I'wo Covenants in every Believers conſcience, Mount Sinai, 
and Mount Zim; the one gendereth to Bondage, the otiict to Zizeriy, fe), 
4.21 io the end. There arc two Roots and Principles whence all their 
exciioas ſpring. viz, Law, and Goſpel : And theſe two Principles are 
as rwo I'reachers in the Soul ; the one, the Law ; the other, the BlMſed 
Spirit the Comforter. TI he Law Preaches up, Doe for Life, Rom 18. 5. 
doe in your own ſtrength, or in the ſtrength ot what you have received. 
The dpirit Preaches, believe for Life, Rom. 10.9. Gal. 3, 11. Be ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the Power of bis might, Epheſ. 6. 10, Be ſtrong within in the 
Grac? that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 T im. 2.1. Sayes the Law ſtill in the Con- 
ſcience ; Do this, and do that for deliverance from Wrath, acceptance 
with God, and Peace of Conſcience : Sayes the Spirit ; Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus for Eternal Life, and Acceptance ; and Grace reſted on will 
give-[trength for all holy performances. Now, O Beli:ver ! hear thou 
what the Spirit of God ſayes; Believe continually on the Lord Jeſus for 
Juſtification, and thereby derive ſtrength every moment for the carrying 
on the Work of SanCtification. / 

Again, under the guilt of fin ; the Law, or the Old Covenant, thun- 
ders out in the conſcience death, and condemnation ; and, as merely Law, 
drives away the Soul from the True Grace in Chriſt ; and, by conſe- 
quence, toward the confiaes of Deſpair; And, as Men legally underſtand 
it, charges the Soul not to preſume to look towards Pardoning Grace ; 
but firſt ſmart deeply tinder the anguiſh of its inward Wounds, make 
ſtrong Vows, Reſolutions, and Reform, before it once offer to think of a 
Pardon. Fut the Spirit that Miniſters Righteouſnels, and Peace, ſoftly, 
whiſpers. Look, O Guiity Soul ! to a bleeding Jelus; make freſh ap- 
plications to the Blood of Sprinkling : Firſt ger a renewed fight of thy 
Pardon, then thou wilt indeed weep, mourn, and deteſt fin, and ſelf; and 
Confeſs it, and forſake it over the Head of the Sacrifice, Though 
thou haſt done very evil, yet return to a Crucifted Jeſus, Oh Soul ! 
hearken to what the Spirit ſayes in thy conſcience, then ſhall thy Peace be as 
a River, with broad ſtreams, and thy Holineſs ſhall flow like thy Peace too. 
Thirdly. There's a Third Glaſs to ſee fin ing and that's the Glaſs of 
. Divine Vengeance in Hell, Rom. 9g. 22. There is a fight of Sin to be 
had, but a very dreadful one. The Damned in Hell have a great fight 
of ſin indecd ; but it is a damning , deſpairing, infuriating fight of fn , 
ir's that tha: pains, and rorments, and ſtirs them up to all manner of en- 
mity, and blaſphemies. ConviQtion of fin there is their rorment and 
deſpair : the more they ſee ir, the more they are tormented and enra- 
aed, I would adviſe none of you to go there to obtain convictions of 
{in ; wkereas you may be convinced of fin fully, and to purpoſe, in the 
Glaſs of a crucified Jeſus. Yet I deny notzunder Chriſt, It is good to un- 
deritand ſin by the wrath of Hell, according to Scripture. | 

Having therefore diſpatched the examination of the two Femer 


-Glaſſes; I ſhall now proceed to examine the Nature of the conviQion of 
Ain rirough the glaſs of a dying ſatisfying Jeſus. And, ' 

'Finſt. There the Soul has a full conviftion of fin. When a Soul comes to 
fee i$ own {in by Faith laid on a Crucifyed Jeſus. it is then, made to ſee 
-{fin indeed in it's odious, and proper colours ; to be, as it is, exceeding 

T his is the ſcope of the Prophefie in my Text. When they ſhall 
ſee hin\whom their ſins have pierced, they ſhall not only mourn, but be in great 
bitterrYſs. - So the Three thouſand in the At, when they heard this, that it 
was Jeſus they had Crucified, they were cut to the heart, We arc apt to have 
flight, and overly thoughts of fin ; excepting when we are perfwaded in 
our Conſcience, how much the leaſt ſinful thought of ours coſt our dear- 
eſt Jeſus: Oh could we but ſee how greatly our leaſt of fins wounded 
him , and brought down the floods of Divine wrath on him! Now no- 
thing could deliver us from that Hell, which the leaſt vain thought of 
- ours deſerves ; but thoſe heayy, and unſpeakable ſufferings of the Son of 
God, to whom was wrung the dregs of the Cupof oly Falk it would 


—_ 
_ 


not only make us watch over every thought with holy Jealouſic; but ab- 
hor, and dread every evil imagination of our hearts. e can let thou- 
ſands of thoughts paſs through our hearts without examination , and 
thouſands of evil thoughts, without the leaſt regret of Conſcience. But 
did we alwayes look to a bleeding Jelus, ſweating out clodders of blood, 
under the heavy burthen of every fin of ours; did we bring this and 
' that, and a third vain and idle —_ to the bloody Sacrifice ; and ſee 

by Faith, at what an expenſive rate the Lord of Glory blotted them our, 
even by his own blood and death, it would give us a txue eſtimate of ſin 
indeed. Thus you ſee, that in the Glaſs of a Cruciftied Jeſus, the Soul, 
through Faith, may have a full ſight of fin. 

Secondly. In this Glaſs, a Soul, by believing, has a ſaving ſight of fin: 
You have heard, that in Hell they have a great ſight of fin, but it is a 
damning ſight. The Law, in a ſtate of Nature, does alſo give a fight of 
fin ; but it 15 a condemning and tormenting fight of fin. "Tis only a fight 
of ſin in this glaſs drives a Soul from fin and ſelf, to lean upon and em- 
brace the Lord Jeſus and his Righteouſneſs. This fight of ſin does al- 
wayes attend (aving Grace, and is inſeparable from true Faith, as hath 
been already proved. ln ſhort, it is ſuch a fight of ſin, as the ſayed ones 
that are cffeCtually called, only have. | 

Thirdly. In this Glaſs, A Man has a Soul-purifying ſight of fin, Sin 
reigns moſt when it reigns in the dark. Sin diſcovered to a Soul, in a 
right way, is {in dethroned ;z and nothing makes ſuch a diſcovery of ſin 
to the Soul, (as hath been already proved) like the Blood of Zeſres ſhed in 
the conſcience, Sin alſo rightly mourned over, is ſin in- mortifying ; and no- 
thing makes the the Soul ſo kindly to mourn for ſin, as the fight of him 
bleeding to death for ſing whom ſin has pierct, as is evident from *the 
words of my Text. Again, /iz loathed and deteſted by the Soul, is fir 
a dying in the Soul ; and *tis our ſin, as we ſee it on a Crucified Feſus, ( -- 
chat 


_ 
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that in an Evangelical manner,) we only rightly loath and deteſt. This 
is the manner and nature-of diſcovered-Grace, / powerfully manifeſted fn the 
conſcience, as it is written, Exek. 16:62, 63. And 1 will eftabliſh my Coþenant 
with thee, and thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord : that thou maiſt remembegg and 
be confounded, and never open toy Mouth any more, | ecahije of thy ſhame, when 1 
am pacified towards thee. for all thot thou haſt done ſauh the Lord, From-Fhich 
words obſerve to the Point in hand, 

Firſt. That God begins firlt to give his Grace to the Soul ; 1 All eſta- 
bliſh my Covenant, 8c. 

Secondly, T hat Grace ſeizing the Soul, ſpreads before it the filth and. 
rancor of its rebellions, that thdu mayeſt remember, 8c. 

Thirdly. That a ſaving fight of the guilt thereof done away by the blood 
of the Lamb, and God reconciled to us in bis dying Sony is that that ſtirs up 
in the Soul a genuine ſhame for, and bathing of all irs Iniquities. And 
never open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when 1 am” pacified towards 
thee for all that thou baſt done {| not only thy unrighteouſneſs , but thy beſt 
righteouſneſs, in a Natural ſtate ] faith the Lord. 

T hus it is made evident to you, that a fight of our Sins, like Pharagh 
and-his Hoſt, drowned in the Red-Sca of the Blood of Feſus, will create 
in us an exceeding abborrence of them all ; and not only ſi, but ſelf too, 
the Yeſſel that contains fin, A Surfeited Perſon oftentimes not only loaths 
the Food that cau'd the Surfeit, but the Diſh whereon the Surfeiting dain- 
ties were laid. Thusſin and ſelf, notwithſtanding Man'self-righteoujneſs being 
the Daggers that pierc't the Lord of Glory; Will nor you, O Sinners ! 
hate the Daggers that kill'd the Glorious Saviour 2 Will not you, O Be- 
lievers ! loath the Poiſon and the Diſh wherein that was contain'd, that 
Murther'd your beſt of Friends, your Well-beloved , who's altogether 
lovely ? *'T was your ſins put him to death, and will you not loath and ab- 
hor ſi then ? | 

But in the next place; The hearty acknowledgment, and Evangeli- 
cal confeſſion of fin, is the pay of ſin to the heart. Thus faith the Lord, 
Only acknowledge thine Iniquities, wherein thou haſt tranſgreſs'd,8c. And no- 
thing will draw forth ſuch real confeſſion of ſin, as the ſight. of ſin par- 
dened, and done away in the Blood of Atonement. Thus the Prodigal , 
Luke 15. when he was convinc't there was bread enough in his Pathers houſe, 
end to ſpare, ( to wit }) pardoning Grace enough in Chriſt , he was reſolyed 
to ariſe and make his Confeſſion to his Father, ». 17, (8. But when his Fa- 
ther = him a - off, with compaſſion ran , and fell on his neck ard kiſſed him, i, e. 
made him believe pardon and reconciliation in the Blood of his Sor z he then 
breaks forth into an ingenious and filial confeſſion of fin indeed ; crying 
out, Father, 1 have ſinned againſt Heaven, and in thy fight, and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy Son, &c, » 20, 21, Hence irs plain , nothing will ſo 
mele down a proud and ſtubborn heart, into a ſweet Evangelical and 
humble acknowledgment of fin; as the diſcovery Faith makes of Zeſus 


| wonaded for our fins ard bruſes for our Iniquitic. | 
| | Laſtly, 
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ly, Nothing makes us ſoreally forſake Sin, as to - 
upon and confe(s- it over the Sacrifice, and the Prov. 28. 13. comp, 
Reliance on Pardon and Mercy obtain'd thereby WER Te% 106 "Us 
God in cauſing Souls to belieye, that their Sins 
and Igquities bell remember no more + Writes the New Law 
of Grice and Holineſs on the Hearts, which. oppoſes and 
contehd its the Law of Siz which ts in the Members. ; 
Frm what has been ſaid under this Head, it undenyably follows, That 
2 ſight of Sin in the Glaſs of a crucified Jeſus, is a Soul-purifying fight of Sin 3 
And by the Thread of the Diſcourſe hitherto, we are led to this, wx. 
T hat there zs no ſach ſight of Sin, as the Glaſs of a dying ſatzsfying Saviour 
IVES. : 
. The Reaſons to confirm the Truth which I ſhall at preſent inſiſt on, 
flow from the two general Heads. | 
1. I his Appears by Compariſon. 
2. From the Lay, inſerting irs Spiritually in the Conſcience, through 
the Lght of ſelf- diſcovering Grace. 

I, From Compariſon 4 Compariſon is an excellent way whereby toarrive 
at any ar ra eſpecially the Knowledge of our ſelves. Mr. Calvin in his 
Inſtitutions , contends, That there can be no Right Knowledge of Self, but by the 
Light of the Knowledge of God + And to be ſure he means, God in Chriſt, His 
Reaſons are ; That the Perf-&ions of God, are the Righteous Rules to diſcover 
our Imperfettions : Such-zs our Innate Pride, that we ſeem Naturally Upright and 
Righteous to our ſelves; unleſs we be convinced by manifeſt Arguments of our -Tn» 
juſtice, Fi/thineſs, Folly, and impurity ; whereof we cannot be convinced, if we 


Heb. 3. 10. compar, 
with 12. 


look only to our ſelves, and not to Gods And becauſe Hyporcriſie and Self-flattery_ 

are ſo natural to Sinners ;, Therefore a vain ſhew of Uprightneſ/s pleaſes them, inſtead 

f VUpriphtneſs it ſelf 2 And becauſe there is nothing within them, nor abdut them, - 
ut what's horribly defiled ; therefore they are taken with every thing which ſeems . © 


to be removed but a little degree from Pollution, even ſo long as they limit their 
Minds within the bounds of Human corruption. . | 
He Explains his Meaning by theſe Apt Similicudes ? 


in the Wold ;, but if it ſhould ſee fine \W hite Holland , and that Jet by the 
Grey, the Grey would appear to have little or no W hiteneſs, 


'Thus on the contrary, Perſons qr my,» by the Law, through ' 


the Light of Nature, has ſome Dim ſight of Sins Filthineſs > But when Sin 
appears comparcd with the ”erſon and Righteouſnets of Chriſt, and the 
Love and Grace of God in him, it appears exceeding filthy mdeed, 

Again, he uſes this Compariton z When the Eye ſees the ſhimng of the 


Sun on the Ground, and dw: {1s upon « then the Man comcludes bis Eve-light : 


very ſtrong ; but when he locks up to the Body of the Sun, with the ſame Eye, ke 
then Experiences the Weakncis of his Sight. | 

T hus when we go torth to the Performance of Duties, direQed- therenn- 
to only by the Light of Nature; we ate apt toconclude, we have lirength 
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If an Eye uſed only | 
zo black Colours, ſhould fix upon Grey, it would judge it the whireſt colour - 
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-enough to perform them 2 Bat when we -ometo ſee into the Spiritu 
Duties in the Light of Reigning Grace, and the Righteouſueſs of Chrifif we 
. then find our Greatelt ſtrength to obey, to be but m ;. Moſiic 
rain it is, that this way of ; #9 convinces .a Soul moſt effetFually of 
its ſinfulneſs and. miſery, A Black-a-moor , compared with Black-«-yſvors, 
ſeems beautiful to it felt; but ſet in the company of Fair and beautiful Hfhites, 
hethen may appear to himſelf and others to be ſwarthy and deformed hus 
Sin appearing in the Light of the Perfett and Ged-like Righteouſneſs of Wriſt, 
ſtanding nigh rtodiſcover ir, does appear exceeding finful deed. $ i1pp8ſe a 
Country where People of all Degrees, Qualities, and Sexes, went cloath- 
ed with nothing bur ratter'd Raggs, and ſaw no other; they would con- 
clude the Raggs the beſt Girments in the World, and none ſhould per- 
ſwade them to the contrary : Bur if they were brought into the company 
of Princes, cloath'd with Gold and Purple, and Rich Apparel ; they 
would then ſee their Raggs to be vile and loathſome ; they would ſoon 
be aſhamed of them, _ ready to exchange them for thoſe ſplendid 
Robes. T hvs as long as poor Sinners arc in a Natural ſtate, whilſt their Eyes 
are with-held, that they can ſee no better than their own Righteouſneſs; 
they think their own Righteouſneſs to be very Glorious, and that it muft 
needs be well-pleafing to God. But when the Spirit of Grace opens their 
Eyes to ſee the Excellency and Beauty of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; they then 
; cry out, Thattheir own Righteouſneſs is but as filthy 
Iſa. 64.6, FRaegs, and menſtruous cloths : And, what was gain to them 
Phil. 3.7,8. befures they now count loſs and droſs, and Dogs meat, in com- 
pariſon of the Excellency of the knowledge of Chrift and his 
_. Righteouſne)s. In the like manner alſo, the Greatneſs of Man's miſery is 
diſcovered from the Greatneſs, Excellency, and Dignity of their Deliverer 
ond Redeemer. Great muſt that Man's Captivity be, that a Potent King 
with a Puifſant Army muſt needs come to his Reſcuc? How deeply into 
Miſery muſt the Ele& by the Fall be ſunk, when the Lordof Lords, and King 
' of Kings, muſt come down from Heaven to be their Redeemer ! See 
{fa.59. 16. to this purpoſe, The Inexpreſſible Greatneſs of Fallen Man's 
Sinfulneſs and Miſery , will be very manifeſt, if we conſider theſe 
following Things, in Relation to the Redeemer and Works of Re- 
. demprion, 
i. The Excellency and Dignity of his Perſon, 
2. His Endearedneſs and Nearneſs to thoſe be undertook for, 
3. What was Done and Suffered by Him in order to theif Reſcu?. 
4+ The Vileneſs and Meanneſs of them he has Redeemed. 

And that we might more fully diſcover the Nature of Sin and Miſery ; 
We ſhall conſider the Dignity and Perſon of the Redeemer + He that Suffer'd 
tor, and Redeem'd from Sin, was the Greaa THEANFTHRO POS, 
God aud May in one Perſen. The Gloriows E MANUEL. God with us, 
Matth. 1.21. The Eternal Word that was with God ;, and was God made Fleſh, 
and Tabernacl amongſt us, John 1, 1, 14 Who was of the Seed of David. ac- 
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condFles, yet the Lord from Heaven, 1 Cor, t 5. 47: And'ts GloriousPer- 

fon Fas he is whom duel ll te Pile of the Gndbe! Bully, Colol. 9 

<Audpt ?caſed the Father that in Him all Ful) ne avrt olelt. 1-19. In 
e, 


Whbm all che Treaſures of Infinite Wiſdom- an1 nowledg Grace, Love 
Merch, and all other Eteryal-and Tnfinite Perfedions are hid, and laid up, as in | 
a certain Treaſury, Col. 2. FL He like Joſeph is made Grand Lord-Trea- 
ſurergof all his Father's Grace 2 Whole Perſon was the unfathomable 
Myſi#y of Godlineſs, eyen God manifeſted in the fleſh, 2 Tim. 3. 16. Through 
whom the Perfe&tions of the Hee Godhead ſhine, Iſa.6. 1. The Glorious 
Temple, in which appears all the Train of Eternal Glory $3 Therefore the 
Image of the for God, Col. 1. 15. The Brightneſs or MuStratian of his Fa- 
the?'s Glory, Heb.1.3. And the expreſs Charatter of bis Perſon, 2 Cor. 3. 18. 
T he Effential Glaſs chrough which the Glory of the Godhead ſhines + The 
Great Foundation of the Father's Everlaſting Counſels, and the Glorious 
Angel, or Meſſenger of the Eternal Covenant, Mal. 3, 1. and the Tranſattion 
thereof: The Great Revealer of the Father's Heart and Boſom, Job. 1.18. 
It was this Excellent Perſon alſo, that does exemplitie all the Perfeftions 
of the Deity, 1 John 5+ 1. Hebrews 1. 12. by whom all Worlds were made, and 
all things created that are in Heaven, and in Earth, wiſible and inviſible ; whether 
they be Thrones or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers ; all things were created 
by \ Fa and for him, Col. 1, 16. Heb. 1. 3. And 'tis be that upholdeth all things 
by the word of his power, Col 17. By whom all things conſiſt. To whom all Power, 
and Authority, and Judgment in Heaven and Earth is given, Matth: 28. 18. And 
all things put into bis hands by the Father, Joh, 13. 3. Who is head over all 
ncipalities and powers, Colof, 2: 10. Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, 
Revel. Ig 16, The Prince of Life, the Lord of Glory, AQts 3. 15. | Oar 2. 3. 
It was, Hay, this Perſon of Excellent Majeſty and Dignicy. That was © 
made Sin for Truners, before they could be made Righteous, 2 Cor. 5.21. That 
bare their ſins, 1 Pet. 2. 24 And the Curſe due to ſin, before they could be 
delivered from the Curſe of the Law, and ſaved from Wrath, Gal:3. 12. How 
great than muſt the Malignity and Guilr of Sin be ! when to Glorious, 
Excellent, ſo Holy an One, muſt be made Sin, or be a Sinner by Im- 
uration ; that, we that are Sinners, might be accounted Righteous in + 
IMm- R + 
2dly, And that you might. O Believers! Inhance the more this Con- 
{ideration, add thereunto the Thoughts of his Endearedneſs to you. It 
was not only this Glorious Perſon ; but this lovely One, Pfalm 45. 2. Who 
is fairer than the ſons of meu, Who is altogether lovely, Cant, 5.16, * Who 
is wade up of nothing elſe but Love, Ifa. 52. 14. That had his Fiſage © 
more marr'd. than any mins. This He ut away your ſms by, the Sacrifice of 
« himſelf, Heb:1. 3. . 'Tis he who has an Infinice Ocean of Love an Piry 
in his Heart towar r Sinners; and an Infinite Fulneſs of Grace in his 
Hand to.beſtow , and an Infinite of Far Sr on his Lits, Plfalm 45. 3- 
- Wheſe Mouth is moſt facet, Cant. 5. 16. JEhoſe Lips drop Honey and Wine, 
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Adam in the Gar 


turned back to Mounc Horeb, or towards Bgypt, It was this 


bruiſes. 


that were enemies to him ? 


Tragedy, upon (> great and dear a Relation ? 


He was a 


. % 


a 


an of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, His viſe | 
mare thin any Man's , Wa 53: 3- He gave his back to the ſmiters , and 7 
CF Cs 
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 - Mercies are renewed every morning, who waits to be gracigus, pe is. 
bellious ſinners, and rebellious reyolters: Who follows rung; 
mies and Deſerters, with everlaſting armes to embrace them, and Fn- 
_dereſt Bowels of pity to relieve them, and reduce them ; as he folld&ed 
en flying away from him; Or as the ſtreaming 
in.the- Wilderneſs purſu'd cloſe the footſteps of the 1ſrazhres, wher, 


Perſon, 


that was the rich ſtore-houſe of Grace, and Piry, that became a 
E- ſorrows, and-acquainted with griefs, for thee, O Believer ! who was wounded 
bs for thy tranſgreſſions. and bruiſed for thine Iniquities, Iſa. 53. 3 Then what 
$ a-malignant, monſtrous, and helliſh a thing ſen is? that coſt the Fountain 
of tove, this Store-houſe of Grace, fo many birter wounds, and painful 
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Again conſider , his nearneſs to you in relation , who was the great ſuf- 
fcrer for you; And what an aſtoniſhing royal favour is this 
King and Judge ſhould ſuffer punzſbment for the Criminal at the Bar »- 

He alſo ſtileth himſelf your Friend. Thus he faith, 7obn 15. 15. Hence- 
forth I call you not ſervants, for the ſervant knoweth not what his Lord doth , but 
F bave called you friends, 8&c. And what Love of Friendſhip was there , 
that ſo great, ſo ineſtimable a friend, ſhould lay down his life for thoſe 


that the 


In the next place conſider, he was your Brother, that indured thoſe bitter 
things for you ſo it is written of him, Heb. 2. 13. For which cauſe he is 

- not aſham'd to call them Brethren. Thus again, Math, 2. 10. Feſus bad the 
two Maryes 20 tell his Brethreg, and Peter, that they ſhould go into Galilee, and 
there they ſhould ſee him. Obſerve this wonder of Mercies, that the firſt 
Term he ſhould give to thoſe that deſerted him, in his greateſt exrremi- 
ty, ſhould be that of Brethren. And Oh ! be amazed at this love, that 
your Eldeſt Brother ſhould die, to deliver you from Hell and Death ! 

: Ah ! How much did your fins coſt your dear Eldeſt Brother ? 
4 Laſtly, He was your Husband, that redeemed you to be his Bride , at 
| ſuch a dear rate, And Oh, will it not melt thy heart, that thy Belo- 
ved ſhould bear ſuch ſtripes, and blows from Divine Zuffice for thee ! 
How maſt it nceds make thee loath thy fins, that afted ſuch a diſmal 


And ,” Thirdly, T hat you might ſee ſin more odious, and the inexpreſ- 
ſible greatneſs of your miſery by Nature ; conſider the greatneſs of your de- 
liverance. The Ranſome he paid co redeem, was exceeding great, 
power he i; armcd with to reſcue, is infinitely great. His Interceſhon 
that crowns all, is all-ſufficient, and all prevailing. His ſufferings thar 
weat int9 his Ranſom were ineltimably great in rhggnſclves.Confider bur 
the ipcings of his Body, and they were the greatelt could be rhoughr on. . 


The 
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tin, If. 50, 6. He was betray'd by his Follower with a treacherous kiſs, 
' ſeiÞed on, as a Murtherer, by Men arm'd with Swords and Staves. He 
wh moſt inhumanely ſcoft at, and inſulted over with bitter taunts and 


ſony] from Priſon to Judgment, and from thence to Execution ; wherein 
he #ndured the molt vile, curſed and paintul death of the Croft. Ana 
heYhat thought it no robbery to be equal with God, became obedient to the death, 
even tothe death of the Croſs, 1 Phil. 2. 6. Lay this to heart, O Believer ! 
- that thy face being impudent in inning, made hzs face be lo marr'd and 


bruiſed. Thine Eyes being o ſatiated with beholding vanity, made his- 


Eyes fo glutted with beholding cruelty afted on himiclf, Thine Eares 
being ſo accuRomed to ſinful ſpeechgg, made his Eares be dug fo deep. Thy 
Throat being an open _ cr of all wickedneſs, made his Throar' fo 
dry with crying out, Pſal. 40.6. T hy Back being fa. loaded with the 
burden of ſin, made his back be all over rorn with diſmal ſtripes. Th 

Fleſh being the ſervant of ſin, made his fleſh be fo nail'd and pierc'd ; tell 
me, whilſt thou conſidereſt this in Faich, Whether thou canſt, in the 
lea(t, reliſh Sin ? - Add unto this, the conſideration of the ſufferings of his 


Soul. His Soul being excceving heavy, and fore amazed with - dreadful. 


conſternation ; proclaimeth /in to be a dreadful weight indeed ! Mark 
14- 43- His Soul being ſurrounded with moſt diſmal ſorrows, even un- 
to death, ſhows what a heavy burden thy ſins are, Math. 26. 38. His 
Praying, Thot if it were poſſible the cup of vengeance might paſs Fa him, 
Mark 14. 35. and his confliting Agonies with CataraQts of Divine 


Wrath pourcd w hag upon his Soul ; till ir made him Swear- 
u 


Clodders of Blood ; ſufficiently reftifie how hot the wrath of God burn- 
cd againſt ſin, when thus it flamed fo. vehemently againſt his Beloved 
Son, that never offended* him only for imputed ſin. His crying out , 


under a you deſertion , My Ged, my God why haſt thou forſaken -me 2 doth. 
l 


abundantly witneſls how much the holy n:ture of God loatheth ji,and 


what an infinite ſeparation it createth between Gcd and the Soul, Ovex- 
and aboye all this; thefe ſufferings being the ſufferings of God-man ; and. - 


thercfore of an inbite, eternal and unchangable value, virtue, and digni» 
ty do plainly evince this, that fv hach highly offended God: Hf we 
joyn to this. that the perſon ſuffering being indued with an omn'potency 
of Power, backing all with a never failing Intercefſion ; does declare 
Man's miſery as well as ſinfulneſs, t> be excceding great and deplorable, 
Thus I have diſpatched that head viz. -The greatneſs of that ranſome be laid 


don: And pals to the laſt conſideration, viz, To aggravate Mans ſin. - ' 


and mY From N 
. The meanneſs and wilenefs of the Perſons be redeemed. T herefore, 
Laſtly conſider ; that this glorious Perſon endured all.chis for the foo» 
, le and contemptable = 
and'gltecms the oft-ſcouring of 
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| b to them that plucked off the hair be hid not his face - from ſhame and ſpit © 


He was moſt cruelly, and moſt bloodily ſcourged, taken to Pri- 


s of tbe Well whom the World termes © 8 
1Ngs © 
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ad ndle men of the World; that ſo no fleſh might hy 
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ww bis preſence, 1 (br. 
5. 26, 27 28, 2. . Beſides this, Ir was for Sinners, and the Greateſt of Win4 
zers too, and conſidered as ſach, that He endured the Croſs, deſpiſec 
- ſhame; It was, for a perſecuting, blaſpheming Paul: for a Mary Mata- 
lene; for notorious Sinners; TI hat he bore all the Weight of Vengedſee : 
He accepted of,” and undertook for, rejoyced over, and ſatisfied toÞ the 
whole Eleft, conſidered in the corrupt Maſs, and ſunk into the defpeſt 
and vileſt Apoltacy, Rom. 5.6. For when we were withuut ſtrength, in dueGime 

Chriſt dizd for the ungodly. Verſe 8. But God commended his love to. us, in that 
while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died for us. Our Lord Teſus yiewed us, and 
conlidered us in the height of our Wickedneſs and Rebellion, when his 
Une over-ſwel'ed all Banks, to cauſe him to make his Soul an Offering for 
Our DI. 

Now Lay all theſe Conſiderations together, and through the Proſpetive- 
Glaſs of Faith, take a View how much they heighten and greaten the ſin- 
fulneſs and miſery of Fallen Man, and that by Compariſesy, If a King's 
onely Son ſhould. Diſrobe himſelf of all Glory, and forſake the Delights 
and Honours of his Fathers Preſence and Palace , ' and further, Dreſs 
himſelf in Rags to accompany a tatter'd periſhing Beggar in a naſty Tot«. 
rage; and nor only ſo, but voluntarily give his Fleſh to be torn cff by 
hot Pincers, that he might not only ſave a Wretch from Exquilite 
Torments, bur that alſo ſhe might be waſl.ed, made clean, and Richly 
Apparelled and brought to his Bed and IT hrone. One might eaſily con- 
clude the Greatneſs of the Love of this Royal Princ: ro her. So alſo in- 
ſer” the Greatneſs of the Offence and Miſery; when no leſs would ſerve 
to reſcte her from Deſerved Puniſhment, than the cruel Tortures in- 
flifted upon fo Innocent and Glorious a Prince. After the ſame manner 
we may argue, how greatly did Jeſus love indeed ! And how unſpeak- 
ably Great Was our Rebellion and Miſery. that nothing elſe could Re- 
deem us but the Blood and Death of the Son of God ; that left his Fathers Bo- 
ſome and Glory ,, was made in the Form of a Servant, and of no Reputation; who 
bumbled himſelf to the Death of the Croſs, Phil. 2 7, 1. For ſuch filthy Rebels 
as we,thzt lay upon the Dunghil of polluted Nature, caſt out there in var blood 
in the open Field, to our frame, and the loathing of our perſons! Ezck. 16. 5. Ler 
me tel! thee, Poor Soul, if thou would(t fce what a wretched, vile, polluted 
Creature thou art, Go, and ſce by Faith, the Son of God bleeding to 
Death for thee. Conſider, Poor Soul, that the Lord of Heaven muſt leave 
his Fathers Boſom to dwell in Fleſh, and make his Soal an Offering for Sin, 
to ſnatch thee from miſery, How inexpreſlibly great mult thy Miſery 
then be, "That the Son of God in our Nature, (who was equal with his 
- Father, in Power and Glory) ſhould conquer Death for us! This doth 
plainly ſhew, what a Death we inthe Fall of Adam had incurred !. Sin- 
ners, would you ſee t'e Greatneſs of your Miſery ? Behold the Greatneſs 
- of your Redemption ! Would you {earch out the horrid Nature of Sin ? 

Oh ſcarch narrowly how much your Sins colt che deareſt Jeſus ! Would 
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yoſh»nderſtand how "an Infinite God, Reſenteth Sin? Behold hin 
Gunding his Innocent Son that never offended him; only for Impu- 
rea&PÞPin! 4 
you would underſtand how much Sin affronted his Juſtice, Govern- 
- mc, and Authority, See, Oh ſee ! the Flaming Sword of Juſtice 
rw ed © the Bowels of his Shepherd, even the Man that was God's Fel 
w!1I3Lech. 13. 7. 
nd if is would know how much his Infinite Holineſs is ſet againſt 
Sin, Take a View by Faith, how much he vindicated his ozwn wronged 
Holineſs from the Aſperſions of our Iniquities upon his Deareſt Sony He 
would not bate him any thing, but left him to conteſt with his. fierceſt , 
Vengeance, that he might be Honour'd , Sin Atoned for, and the Sinzer 
ſaved. Perhaps you may make nothing of _ thouſands of ſinful 
Thoughts , but no leſs Blood than the Blood of the Son of God can waſh away 
the leaſt ſin of a thought, 4. Come and fit down with Aſtoniſhment in view- 
ing this unfathomable Love and Mercy, that the Son of God ſhould ſo fand 
under the Weight of bis Fathers Fuſtice, to purchaſe to himſelf a filthy, wile, 
deformed Bride , to take her into his Arms, and fer her. upon his Throne ? 
his ſheweth, that the Sin of Unbelzef that Afronts ſo much Love, is 
worſe than Hel; becauſe it makes all this Love to be nothing. Oh, the 
Sorrows that drank up his Spirits! And he bore them all tor our Sins, 
and yet can we have flighty thoughts of Sin? Can you pals over Sin 
without loathing and deteſting it > Can you give covetous and ambi- 
tious thoughts, and thoughts of Pleaſure; a quier lodging in your breaſts? 
Can you rowl ſinful Words with delight under your T ongues, and ruſh 
without Regret upon ungodly Aftions , when you thus behold them 
meeting upon « ſuffering Saviour, Aﬀing the greateſt cruelty upon bis wounded 
and tormented Soul and Body > O Believers ! Gan ou be pleaſed with thoſe 
heavy Cloggs and Weights that preſt your Beloved to Death? And can 
you have favour2ble thoughts of that Dagger that ſtabs him now to the 
Hearr, the curſed ſin of Unbelief? | mean, thar Sin of - Sins, that Pits in the 
Face of all his Love , that deſpiſeth and nullffies all his Sufferings ; and 
with ſcorn and contempt treads under foot a bleeding Jeſus. Yea, to. ſumm 
up all, that is the great Floodgate that lers in all other Ioiquities; and 
* though Believers are guilty of thouſands of As of Untelicf every Day, 
Je it is ſtrange to obſerve how little ſenſible they are thereof : Many 
ave nct the leaſt akeing ef heart abont it all the Day long ; _nor do they 
think ir worth their Notice and Obſervation. You may hear many of 
their Prayers fill'd with plautible Confeffions, and yer ſcarce ever hear 
this Sin confeſt and acknowledg'd-at all ; though this Sin colt the Lord 


&ſus more.dear than any ; becauſe, They Believe not on him, which is 
rucifying him afreſh. 


2dly, Sinners arrive at a thorough ſight of Sin, through the Glaſs of # 
rucifked Zeſus-; becauſe Faith apprebending him, renders the Law more fpirt 
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tual in the Conſcience, i. &; makes the Conſcience apprehend it mare ſpiritual than 
ever it did before. 1 do not ſay, that the Ln doth Rong e of 
Vile AﬀeCtions in a Natural ſtate; for it isevident tothe contrary $ÞþYer 
this I can venture to Aﬀirm, that the Law brings it upon the ConMience 
in a far more full Extent and Spiricualiry after Grace comes, than tore ; 
ſo that chrough Faith the Law is not only eſtabliſhed, but appear@more 
ſpiritual in the Soul s 
- Inclearing of this weizhty Pornt, I ſhall firſt fhew, That the Law Mh nt 
afore Paith, let -in a Light ſufficient fora thorough Comition. And, 

2Cly, That at the brit Adt of Believing, the Law lets in a ſufficient Light 
for a thoroneh convittion of Sin. And, 

Zdly, Demonſtrate, That this Thorough conviftion of Sin and Miſery, by the 
Lay exſeriin: great-r Spirituality thorough the Sight of Reigning Grace, intervenes 
#n order of Nature between the infuſed Principle of Faith, and the Alt of Faith 
Jlowing from thence. 

I ſhall begin with the Firſt, »:z, The Law doth not let in a Thorough con- 

vidtion of Sin before Faith. T his hath been handled particularly already; 
Hhall now diſcover ir more Argumentatiycly from Scripture and Expe- 
rience, yet with brevity. 
+ Are. 1. It is impoſſible for a Man Spiritually blind to ſee himſelf as he 
ought. T he Scripture calls Men in a ſtate of Nature, Spiritually biind, 
Matth. 23. Luke 14.21. Therefore until the Moment their State is 
changed by Faith, ( notwithſtanding the Remainders of Natural Light, 
and Law in the Conſcience) a Sinner mult needs continue very blind, as 
to the things of God, and his own miſerable Condition. 

Arg. 2. Asa Dead C orps cannot fee nor feel, what caſe it is in, though 
in the midſt of Raging Flames; or under the weight of a Houſe oppreſ- 
fing it with its Ruins. So one that is Dead in Sin, cannot ſee nor feel . 
the Weight of its /infulneſs and miſery ; until that Moment it is made alive 
in Chriſt. And the Scriptures Affirm, that Men in a Natural State, are 
Dead in TreFpafes and fins, Ephel.2. 1. &c. *rill reigning Grace in their aftual - 
VUnion to Chi, makes them vo live: Therefore there can be no thorongh 
hight of ſin and ſelf in the Soul, "till reigning Graces firſt taketh hold of the 
So 


Arg. 3. Sinners in a ſtate of Nature are repreſented” as ſpiritually Deaf, Luke 
14 ſo that they cannot hear the full Voice of the Law, no more than the GoFpel. 
Ts but little that the Ears of the Soul perceive in a Natural ſtate, of the 
Thunder, Tempeſt, and Lightning of Mount Sinai, Could a Soul in an unre- 
g-nerate ſtate, rake in the full Yoice of the Lawy'it, would immediately be 
ſunk into Neair. Unregenerate Souls (while ſo) are kept under the prevail- 
ing power of Natural unbelief, as well as fill d with a total Enmity to ſupernatural 
Faithy They do not fully and conſtantly believe the Commands and 
Threats of the Law that they arc under and in bondage unto;which if chey 
did do, they durſt as well meddle with'burning a with Sin, And 
alſo without a Diſcovery of the Remedy, ( which the Zay doth,nor) 
R M + LT SK mY” > 
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theywould ſoon ſink into the bottomleſs Fit of DeSpair, not being able'to 
dealt be weight of the Laws condemnation : , So that there is in corrupt- Nas 
tura prevalent Disbelieving of, and not hearkning to the Exattion and 


con&mnation of the Law in the Conſcience that they are married unto, *** 


Rorl\ 7. 1, 2, Hence it is, that it zs impoſſible for the Soul in the ſtate of Cor- 
ruptich, to arrive to the eonvittion of Sin, as ſhall make it totally PeFair of its 


felf. 4 
A 


p. 4 The Light of Nature is Dim and faint, without being afſiied and en- 


 larged by a ſupernatural Light, to let in the Perfettion of the Law upon the Conſci- 


ence: T he Cranny is too ſmall to let in the full rightneſs of that Sun. T here 
is no propottion at all berween the Object, and the Yiſtue power and faculty ; 
and where that is wanting, the Object cannot be receiv'd and converte 
within the fulnef thereof : Belides, this Light is diminiſh'd by Cuftom 
and continuance in (inning. - Through their vain Imaginations, their fooliſh 
hearts are full of darkneſs, when they profeſt themſelves to become w1j:, they became 
Fools, Rom. 21, 22; And it is withal in a Natural. ſlate, as the Apoſtle 
Paul declares it was with the Unconverted Gentiles. They walt in the vanuy. 
of their Minds, having their Thoughts darkned, and being ſtranzers to the Life of. 
of God, through the ovone that zs in them, becauſe - Fa hardneſs of their heart, 
Epheſ.4 17,18 he Apoſtle Paul had but a Dim fight of the Lawbe- 
fore Converſion, when he then concluded, That. touching the Righteouſneſs of 
the Lav, be was blameleſs: And at the ſame time he was not better than 
his Brethren the Phariſees, who were like whited pepercion, within full.;i 
rottenn?ſs and dead men's bones. So that it's plain, that t 


Lig 
follows, That the greateſt conviction of Sin by the Law, will not 4n the 


leaſt neceſſicate or drive a Soul from Self ro Chrift and his Rightequſueſs, one - 
Moment afore thete is a ſaving Diſcovery made of a crucified Chriſt to the Soul, 


Arg. 5. To this the Experiences of Saints give.in cheir joynt concur-- _ 
rent Suffrages, This they can Experience concerning all Sinners-that- 
they are acquainted with : That the. ſtrongeſt Convictions in them have. 


ended either in a little Reformation ; or: elfe (if che Conſcience. could be. 
Maſtered ) in a worſe Debauchery; fo far have they been from Neceſſi 


rating of chem to flye to Chriſt. T hisalſo they Experienced in themſelves . 


before Converſion ; for though many of-thema have had great and ſtrong 


Conviftions for Sin; yet they pever ſought out after Chriſt and his - 


Righteouſneſs, 'till Chriſt ſoughs them firſt, that ſought him not t Bue 


They only ſought to pacific their Conſcicnces by their Reformation and - 


better Obedience, and went no further. chan Seif tor Healing, Hol. 5. 13. 
When Ephraim faw hrs ſickneſs and Judah hzs wound , then went Ephraim un- 
to Alhur and ſent to King Jarcb ; yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your- 
wound. T hus poor Sinners, when they ſee their Sickne(s in a Natural {{ate, 


zo to their own Works, ( which: are Phyſicians of no »alue) for Cure ; 
them, From all this. 
| In \ 7 


though their own Righecouſneſs cagnot pony beal 
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e Lizht of Nature, yea _ 
though aſſiſted too by that that's sall 4 Common Grace, ts too Dim a Candle to give >. 
ht unto the extent of the Spirituality of the Law of God. Hence it nadeniably+ 
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"_  *risabundantly manifeſt, that the greateſt Conviftions of the Law a 
ſtate of Nature, cannot in the leaſt moye or incline-a Soul towards Citsif, 
nor in the leaſt prepare or fit a Soul for the Reception of Chriſt. Re, 

2d1y, 1 ſhall Demonſtrate, That at the firſt comng of Supernatural Face, 
the Law it” ſelf in the Conſcience diſcovers Sin to the Soul after another Po 
than afore. - | ſhall make ic good from Scripture, Reaſon, and ſkepe- 
FIence. 

Firſt, From polttive places of Stripture, Rom. 7. the Apoſtle delYibes 
the Eftefts of the Law upon the Conſcience, both before and after Cori- 
verſion. How the Law operates in the Conſcience before Converlion, 
isdeclared in the beginning of the Chapter, and how after Converſion, in 
the latrer part of the Chapter. And it appears, that before Converſion ir 
comes not in with the Spiriruality. The pre himſelf is an loſtance : 
He underſtood the Law, liv'd upon it as-well as any man; and yet in his 
Natural ſtate, he did conclude, That 4s touching the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law, he was blameleſs, Philip. 3. 6. But when his Eyes were opened by 
Grace, he judged now otherwiſe concerning the Law, and himſelf as 
coming up to 1ty ſo that he crycd out, Rom. 7. 24- O wretched man that 1am! 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of death? Likewiſe, Verſe 24. he de- 
clares, That he and other Believers ſaw now more into the Law, than 
they did before Believing. Thus he ſays; For we know that the Law ts 
Spiruual; &c. To me there « * wavy an Emphaſis to be in the Word, We; 
For (we) know, i.c. Wethat believe know, that the Law is ſpiritual. To be 
ſure none does fo diſcern the Spitiruality of the Law, as Believers do. 
Thus again, our blefſed Maſter Zeſus Expounds the Law aboye what 
the great Lawyers of that Day did, Mat. 5, 6, and 7th Chapters : It ap- 
pears, that they with all cheir Studyin and Improving of their Natural 
Light, went bur lictle further than the Letter thereof: But Chriſt Ex- 

unded it Spiritually, and always makes a Contradiftion between their 

xpoſitions and his. He ſpake thus concerning their Expoſitors and 
Preachers, both Modern and Ancient, Matth. 5.21. Ye have beard that it 
was ſaid by them of old time, Nou ſhall not kill \, and whoſoever kills, ſhall be in dan- 
ger of the 7 rnong This he more Spiritually. and more ftnlly explains 
. in his Expoſition. Verſe 22. But 1 ſay unto Whoſoever ts angry with his 
Brother . wuthout cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the Judgment; and whoſoever ſhall 
fay to his krother, Raca, ſhall be in er of the Councel ; but whoſoever ſhall 
- ſay, Thou Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell-fire. Thus 27, 28. Verſes ; compare 
_ alſ@31,32 Apain 33,8 34, with 43, 44 He Prefaces his Spiritual Ex- 
polition of the Law, with theſe words; But, 1 ſay unto yu; Which is 
very Remarkable, apd to me clearly intimates rhus much ; That it is 
the Goſpel diſcovers the Law to Fallen Man, in its full Extent and Spiri- 
ruality, when the Grace of the Goel ſeizes the Soul ; then the Law it 
ſelf appears more Spiritual, and in a larger Extent to the Conſcience. I 
ſhall. add thereto ſome Arguments to confirm the Truths 
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acre 1s a twofold Encreafe of Light in reference to the Law, at th 
.coxng of Grace to the Soul. —* 


An Encreaſe of an Objeftive Light. 
Of a Subjective Light. 


1.440 he Goel, which Declares and Reveals the Righteouſne]s of Chriſt, 
(whith was the anſwering the demands of theLap in his ative and paſſive 
Obedience) to be ſo Pertet, ſo Full and Compleat z does thereby Declare 
and Reveal, how High, Great, and Perfe& the Demands of the Law are. 
The Length and Breadth of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, do ſufficiently Evince 
the Perfeftions of the Commandment : None bur he by his leat 
Obedience thereto, and Suffering the Penalty thereof, could achoihe the 
Law, and make it honourable, Iſa. 42. 21. His ſuffering ſo Great a Death to 
fatishic its Penalty, And his Paying ſo Compleat an Obedience to honour 
its Exadtion, did more Glorific the Puricy and Perfefion of God's Law, 
than if Adam and all his Race had ſtood and obeyed it always And 
when the Spirit _ through the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt comes to make 
out this to the Conſcience in working ſaying Faith, that Conſcience is 
made to ſee more clearly into the Spirituallity and Extent of it than 
afore. And thus as the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. Ze ult. We through Faith do not 
make void the Law, but eſtabliſh it ,, So that when Grace comes to reign through 
the Righteoufneſs of Chriſt upon the Conſcience, there is an encreaſe made of 
Objcfive Light in reference ro the Law. WS. 


IT. 
2. 


2, There's an Improvement of our Subjefive Light. 


I. There is the Light of Nature improved highly. 

2. There ſhines alſo in the Soul a Supernatural Light, and both theſe 
give Light to the Law as well as to Grace, and diſcover the Diſeaſe as well 
as the args rhe 1 an improvement of Natural light, in the IHumination 
of the Spirit, though common $ This is intimated in Heb, 6,4. But this 
Supernatural Light is Deſcribed to be the Eyes of the Underſtanding, being en- 
ligktned by the Spirit of Wiſdom-and Revelation in the Knowledge of hum, Epheſ. 
17, 18, So that eyery one that does Evil, and is in a Natural ſtate hateth the 
Light, neither cometh to the Light. (as appears by the Context) that-is as it 
flaſhes into natural conſcience, For Chriſt giveth_the Supernatural Light _ 
ObjeFively. And he is the Givyer of it Subjeftively. And if he gives it but-by 
Awakening Natural Conſcience by his Goel, Men fiye' from- it, leaſt. 
their Deeds ſhould be reproved, or diſcovered, John 3. 20. hence oblerye, 
there is no true Diſcoyery of Sin, *till we come under Chriſt's Illutina- 
tion ;, for he is the True Light $ For in-bim we have Life, if we have it, and 
even on a Light of Men i Natural Conſcience, Lightning cuery man that comes 
anto t ride | ; 
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| Secondly, This will yet be more manifeſt by Experience. And B&c»ers 
I 4 WP carefully atrend to the Motions of their Souls, - may: of le 
V ings. 
| 1. They that are Converſant with themſelves, can tell you, 
there was a Time, when the greateſt ConviRtion of Sin ſet thenflapon 
the Satisfying the Law by their own Obedience ; but they wereFafter- 
ward on aludden made to ſee, that their own Obedience would not do, BY that 
they muſt look our ro the Righteouſneſs of another; And whence ir Yroſe, 
Men ſaw not this? It was from a ſlight Eſteem they had of the Demands 
of the Law + Burt ſince the coming of Grace, they were made to have ſuch an 
honourable Eſteem of the Law, and its Demands ; that they are looking for a bet- 
ter Obedience than their own to pay to it by way of ſatisfaftion. Again, 
They can Experience thisalſoz That there was a Time when they 
Heal'd: their Conſcience with a little Reformation * But now the ſence of ther 
Sin and Miſery ts ſo abounding, that unleſs they have a great Fduth wrought in 
them at firit, and great Sealings from the holy Spirit ; their Wounds are kept con- 
: tinually bleeding, though not wnhout Hopes. Ask them what they Ayl, They 
:, will tell you, That they Hunger and Thirſt after the Re - of Chriſt, 
Maeth. 5. 6. and nothing ſhort of the ſenſible Application thee to therr Conſci- 
ence will ſatisfie them; though they are ſomewhat reliev'd wuh the Hopes they 
bave of looking to, and-leaning on it ; yet nothing can ſo fully ſatrsfie them, "till 
this Righteouſneſs ts ſo fully applyed to them, that they, can ſay, it zs theirs, This 
be ” alſo proceeds from thoſe ſtrong and immediate. Conviftions of the Law 
'” in the Conſcience, of their Sinfulneſs and Miſery ;, reſulting from the ſa- 
ving Diſcoveries of the Remedy. Hence 'it is, that thoje that are Savingly con- 
vinc'd, cry out more and more conſtantly of their undone and lo Condition, than 
others in a Natural ſtate do under the ſroneeſ Convittions, though their Conſei- 
ences are not fo wrack'd and tortured as theirs 3 nor do their Spirits boyl up with 
Rage and Enmity againſt God as theirs do And this ſprings from the ſame 
Cauſe. Bur again, | 
Saints do Experience this allot Th.t when they walk cloſet with ChriF, 
and-look to, and lean moſt on his Righteouſneſs ;, their Conſciences are then moſt 
tender about Sin. and are ſooneſt brought under Guilt for the leaſt fin. Burt when 
3 Believers themſelves ceaſe to Converſe with Chriſt and bis Righteouſneſs; 
4 Convidions of Sin, are not ſo frequent in the Conſcience z Then many 
E Sins are paſt by without Obſeryarion, or if obſerv'd little regarded.T he 
| Cauſe of this to me, ſcerws to be, That the good old Righteous Law of God 
- being by God's Ordination ſer up in the Believers Conſcience a erfelt 
- Rule- of Life; The more the Believer deals with Chriſt and his Grace, 
as he receives thereby the more Power! ro Conform to this Rule, ſo a 
greater Light into the Rule, Every AR of Fairh in Chriſt refleQs with- 
in, and irradiates on the Rule alſo 4 This Rule as a (treight Line by the 
Light of Grace, difeovers ir (c|f; and every crookedne(s. Therefore it muſt 
needs be, that-a Conſcience enlightned powerfully by Grace, mult be convin- 
Law Abſtraftedly, 


hat 


eed-by it, wherein it comes ſhort of it. And take this 
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- efiFire is ho difference between Convincing and Condemning. for where. 5+ 
 iAConvinces, it Condemns, Hence it is, that the choiceſt Believers are 
ſa@neſt convinc'd, and ſooneſt brought under Guilt, 1 cannot ſee with 
Fe, how the Law Exents in Believers, only an ExaQting Power, and 
na Condemning Power. T here is no ſeperating ConviQtions from 
It aJa Rule, nor Condemnation from Conviction, it you take it in its 
owJJ Nature , but ir is the Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt removes the 
Mdemnation,and ought to ſtep inzif | may ſo ſay, between Convidtzon and 
attual Condemnation or Sentence. T his perfe& Law in the more holy Walkers, 
does more Renewits ConviRions than'in others ? and they ſee a nced to 
be continually making freſh Application to the blood of fprinkling, and the 


Righteouſneſs of Jeſus. So you ſee, that to believe for Jufifcation,> is the ©. 


ork of our: whole Lives, and a Bclieyer never ought to ceafe putting 
forth Jultifying Atts of Faith. Hence alſo it follows; the more the Con- 
ſcience of a Believer pleads by Faith the Blood and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus, the 
more cauſe he ſees to continue his Pleas, which is call'd, the being Found 
and cloathed in and with the Righteouſneſs of Chrift. T he cauſe of this is, the 
more the Soul believes. on Chriſt, the more Light zs in the Soul ; and the more 
Light there is, the mare the Perfet# Rule appears there 4; the more the Perfe(t 
Rule appears there in its own Perfeftion , the _ the Soul zs brought under 
Convittions for the leaft Deviations from it. If it be fo, then in the Experi- 
ences of the livelieſt Believers, that the more they walk in the Name of Chriſt, 
and Glory in bis Righteouſneſs, the more they are convinced of their own 
Imperfeftions: And the ſooneſt they are brought under Guilt in their 
Conſciences for the leaſt Sin, and their Conſciences really arc moſt ten- 
der. Then it follows, That the greater the Lizht of Faith in the Exerciſe ts, 
the more does the Law in the Conſcience diſcover it ſelf as a perfett Rule ;, and the 
more it diſcovers it ſelf as a perfett Rule, it ſooner convinces of Sin, aud in this 
Convidion enters Condernnation. which is the Guilt of the Conſcience. TT hoſe 
Believers that have the Skill of Faith inſtantly to apply the Blood of Jeſus 
to remove this Guilt, rightly improve Fatth to ſep in berween Conviftion 
and Condemnation. But they that have not this Skill of Faith, ſuffer. 
Guile to re(t in the Boſom, 'till it's very bitter rothem ; and perhaps ch 
row Dark and Legal. And hence it is, that ſome Beliezers from high 
grees of Faith, and great Communion with Chriſt fall ſuddenly aike 
great Guilt and Darkneſs. The Law appearing very Spiritual in thar ſhi- 
ning Light they have, convinces of Imperfe&ions, and with Convidti- 
on brings in Condemnation, they not continuing to walk in Chrift, and * 
after the Spiric that leads to Pardon, bur turning afide to walk after the 
_ , link in their Souls into” Deadnefs, Darkneſs, and Diſtance from 


The Summ of what has been ſaid, amounts to'this ; That-from the 
Experiences of the Saints, we” may fafely Argue z That the Law in the 
Light of Grace reigning through the Righteoufneſs of Chriſt exerts a'preater $ti- 

_ in the Conſcience, and therefore does more full” conviatce of. Sin, 
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from all this the grand Truth is confirmed, (»1z.) That after Grace coffe 
p the Soul , Convittions of Sin by the Law it ſelf are fuller and greater tl 
ore, 
A third Thing that remains to be cleared, is ; Whether theſe Saving o- 
wvittions of Sin and Miſery Antecede an ACt of Faith, whereby we lay bolon 
Chrijt, As to order of Time, they ate ſomewhat Simultaneous to 
order of Nature and our Conceptions, they precede « Foraſmuch afghe 
Soul muſt ſee its need of Chriſ: ere it cau flye to Chriſt ; and there can be no thrfgh 
fight of the Need of Chriſt, without a throngh ſight of its Miſery and loſt condition. 
T heretore the Caſe being thus, That a Soul has no thorough light of it 
Self and Miſerablenefs,”till the Grace of Chriſt firſt apprehends the Soul, 
Cas hath been already proved.) And the Soul cannot apprehend Chriſt 
wichout a Conviftion of the Abſolute Neceſſity of Chrilt ; and the Soul 
cannot [ce ſuch a Need of Chriſt, without a thorough Conviftion of its 
Pollution and Miſery, Thetefore the firſt Saving Convifion 'muſt of 
Neceſſity intervene in order of Nature atleaſt, berween Grace coming to 
the Soul, and ſo making of it alive, and the living Soul going forth in 
Ads of Faith to lay hold on Chriſt. Thercfore tor the conceiying of 
Things aright, we muſt thus apprehend chem, 


1. That Chriſt unites himſelf to the Soul, | 
2. That thereina living Light is communica- 
ki SS 8. 3- How ſhall be ted to the * Soul diſcovering the Remedy, and 
mt with him give us all thingi. 1; the ſame time the Diſeaſe manifeliing the Ex- 
Firſt, Chriſt, and then all I] f Cl ith Rich r { d h il- 
Things with him ; ſays Dr. CCIICNCY Of WAFUTt'S RIgNtEOUNCES, and the Fil- 
Owen on that place, thincls of Sin. 


3. By which Light the Soul being made alive, accepts of this Righ- 
tcouſneſs, and leans upon it, conſenting to the Grace offered. This laſt 
is called he A of Faith ; the other the Principle, or habit of Faith. So that 
with the Principle of Faith, comes in this-Saving Conviction antecedent 
in the Order of Nature to the A of Faith wherein we flye to Chriſt. 
And hence it is. Thatithe Sonl ſeeing the Remedy, and the Diſeaſe at one time ; 
by the Excell-ncy of the Remedy diſcovered is drawn, and by the ſight of the loath- 

omneſs of Sin, and its danger, zs compell d and neceſſitated to flye to Chriſt, T he 
perſwaſions of the Security of the City of Refuge, and the ſound of the 
Avenger of Blood at the heels, did cauſe the Soul ro flye thereto with 
all ſpeed. The Angels taking Lot by the hand out of Sodom, and the re- 
port of the diſmal Fire to come down, made him linger no longer ; tho' 
atore the Angels took him by the hand, the terrible Report could not 
make him ſtir a foor. Hence it is, that it's true what's alledged, That 4 
Soul muſt ſee its need of Chriſt, before it can flye to Chriſt ; and muſt 3 convinced 
of its Sinfulneſs and Miſery, . before it can ſee its need of Chriſt , and this by the 
Law too. e Soul muſt þ drawn by the Father, and drawn with . the cords of 
Grace 3 aud in a ſenſe driven by the Lay too 3; but yet thr ſlate is chagged i, | 
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Pe alfual Uniting himſelf to the Soul in Order of Nature, b 
done , though all theſe things be at the ſame time in the 


preſFÞÞr light I have in a Controvetlie, which has made ſo much noiſe in 
the World, - If any be otherwiſe minded , I ſhould be glad (if in the 
SpirjJof Mcckneſs) they would give me better Information. I confeſs I 
am ry jcalous of giving way to ſuch Principles, as may ſuppoſe any 


Spiritual Life in the Soul, before mag Grace comes ; whilſt the Scul 
is in a State of Nature , and dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. And for the 
_ clearing of my mind in this matter , I ſhall propoſe ſome 05- 
jettions, 


Obj. 1. Does not God alwayes lay hold on a Soul by his Grace, when 


the Soul is then in a natural ſtate, under the terrors and convictions of the © 


Lap. 

Ref. 1 do think in the diſpenſation of his Grace, ſince the Recovery 
from the Romiſh Apoſtacy, he has often times followed that method, tho' 
not alwayes ; ſuitable ro the Preaching of his ſeryants, that had nor, nor 
have yet rub'd off all darkneſs of Antichritianiſm, Bur for ought I know, 
aday may come, wherein he will very much vary from that mcthod ; 
and ſeize ignorant and ſecure Sinners, by his Grace, in a moment, in the 
heighth ot - their zgnorance and ſecurity, for to honour the excellency of the 
Power of his Soverargn Grace, as he did Zachers, Paul, and others, 


0bj. .2- What Reaſons can be afſign'd for that Method of his, to take 
up Sinners by his Grace, when ſunk almoſt to the pit of deſpair, by the 
terrors of the Lay ? 

Ref. He gives no Account of his Matters z But, no doubt, his Reaſons 
were, ſome way or other, for the advancing, and endearing of his glo- 
riotis Grace. A Ship that has eſcaped the Storm, prizes the Harboe che 
more. One that has cſcap't the Chains” of Captivity ſets a higher e- 
ſteem on the Princely Palace.Befſides, under deſpair,the enmity of the cor- 
rupt Part will 6ght moſt againſt Grace; and,the greater the enmity is,that 
then is ſtiring in the Soul, in the moment of the Conqueſt of Grace,ren- 
ders the Viftory of Grace the more i#uftriovs; belide many other 
reaſons. : 


0j..3. But is not the Soul, with ſuch Convictions, prepared to fly 
to Chriſt 2 

Reſ. 1 do not know what is meant by this word ( prepare; ) if it be 
meant, that the Soul, by ſuch Convittions, is made more able, and wil- 
1ing to receive Grace, when it comes, I utterly deny ir. But I ſhall not 
much contend, if there be meant ſome other preparation, as when the 
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re any of this 


us I have diſcoyer'd my Judgment in this matter, according to the 


remedy  _ 
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remedy hath taken hold, that antecedent ſight of ickneſs may contre. 
then t9 the Soul, ſeeing his abſolute need of the remedy. Bur, here Ifauſt 
alſo add,” That the Convition of Sin and Miſery, that comes in Kgith 
© rhe ſaving Manifeſtation of rhe remedy, out-does the former, as the Yght 
of the Sun the light of the Stars: and as the Stars diſappear whe the 
Sun ariſes; *$o thele antecedent legal conviftions probably may be wal- 
lowed up in the latter _—_— convictions. Yer I ſhall not- much dipute 
this matter, provided a diſtin&tion be-made between thole ſavingſton- 
victions which belong only to the Ele, and that when ſavingly called 
and thoſe Convictions that the Reprobates may have , and yet go to 
Hell. And alſo provided this ſort of repentance, or any other, be nor 
made the condirions of Fuſtification. To ſum up all: Ichink this 1s ſuffici- 
ent to prove, that in a believing Look to a Crucified Jeſus, there comes 
in a far greater light from the Law it felt, ro diſcover Man's finfulneſs 
and miſery. And thus from the Arguments that haye been drawn from 
Compariſon, and from the Spirituality of the Law exerred in the Conſci- 
ence, in and by the light of reigning Grace , chis great Truth hath been 
confirmed. That the only Glaſs to have a full and through ſight of fin in, ts the 
Glaſs of a Crucified Jeſus, I fhall now make ſome improvement thereof, 


]. Let it be for a Uſe of Exhortation to Saints, 


1, To value the death and ſatisfaftion of Chriſt, 
2. To converſe with it, and improve it. 


I. Set a high eſteem on the death of Chrit, Give it irs due honour and va- 
lne; for in honouring the undertakings of Chriſt, you honour him ; and 
in honouring him, you honour the Father ao, Joh. 5.23. The contrary isro 
deſpiſe, and tread under foot the blood of che everlaſting Covenant : 
Have a care therefore of thoſe things that ſhall make you have light- 
ing thoughts of the Righteoutne's of Chriſt. 

That, that mikes vs ſlight the Righteovſneſs of Chriſt in our Conſciences, 
is the want of a due convittion of Sin : and that ariſes, as has been ſhewn, 
from the not abiding in the conſtant views of this Righteouſneſs. The 
more we look by Faith to the Blood of Chriſt. the more cender Con- 
ſcienc'd we are in point of _{inning, and the more notice we take of the 
Jeaſt Sin, the ſooner are we convinc'd and brought under guilt; And 
the more we are convinc'd of fin, the more cauſe we ſee to fly to , and 
value this Rightcouſnets, When we come to ſee that our beſt rhoughts - 
are mixt with fin and imperfe&ions, and are under the guilt and ſenſe 
thereof; we then ſe a neceſſiry of making conſtanc ule ot it, and there- 
fore conſtantly ro admire and eſteem this Righteouſneſs, We alwayes , 
oraRtically dilſeſteem the RighteouſneFs of Chriſt, when we encertain- fa- 
vyoucable thoughts of fin. Theſe following bad Principles have a ſtrong 
| " tendency 
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WMeticy to leſſen ſin, and depretiare the Blood of Chriſt in the Cons * 
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t. When we judge that 'the perfect Law of God is not a rule for the 
walk of Believers. That will make fin to appear no lin : for we may be + 
ſoot tempted to conclude, if we be under no Law, we may. live as we - 
lit,Þnd our tranſgreflions be no evils: for, where there is no Lax, there 
is ng Tranſgreſſun. 
Fcondly, This is a bad Principle, and an Enemy to the Righteouſuch 
of Chriſt; that we are to expet# the greateſt bleſſings upon our degrees of obedi- 
ence, though they be ſinful and imperfe& : for thereby the Soul will be-rempt- 
ed to value its own obedience above the obedience of Chriſt,and to eſteem 
its own performances beyond the death and ſatisfaftion of the Lord Je- 
- ſus. For when the Soul is perſwaded that it muſt be beholding to its 
own {ſincere obedience for all the bleſſings of the Covenaat , it ſees no 
ſuch need to be beholding to the aftive and paſſive Obedicnce of Chriſt, 
and conſequently nor ſo much to value ir. A proud heart will take the 
leaſt occaſion to over-look his God-like Righteouſneſs, that it might glo- 
ry in its own 1 (l appeal to.your experiences, O Believers, if you don't 
find much of this in your hearts: ) Sin and Imperfefion alſo muſt 
needs be lighted, when the Conſczence is poſſeſt of this; that ſinful and 
ppenieet Obedience may be the Condition of theſe invaluable Spiritual 

ONINSS, 

AT hird Principle like to this is; That God accepts the will for the 
Deed, whereas we and our- performances are accepted only in the beloved, 
Epheſ, 1. 6. It was a Propheſie of Goſpel-days , That Believers and their 
Duties ſhould find acceptance on God's Altar, Wa. 60. 7. It was by Faith that 
lookt to another for acceptance. that Abel offered to God a more acceptable 
Sacrifice than Cain, Heb. 11 4. God is fo far from accepting the will for 
the Deed , thar he accepts neither Will nor Deed, but in Chrijt Zeſus. 
Therefore I take it to be a horrible Principle, and adapted to make peo- 

le truſt in themſelves; rhat God accepts of their willingneſs to Obey, . 
inſtead of Obedience; When once a Soul is perſwaded that accepeance 
with God depends on his own will, it ſwells up that poor Soul ro.glory 
in ſelf, and to deſpiſe the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in which alone we- 
and our deeds are accepted, and has atendency to overthrow out [i- 
ving unto Righteouſneſs, if ſo be ſome good wiſhes of ours may not only 
paſs in (ſtead of Obedience, bur-purchaſe the favour of God for us. 

A Fourth Principle that makes Believers think ſin harmlefs, and flight 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is this ; That Believers being compleatly Juſlified 
in the firſt at of Saving Faith, need not put forth after acts for 7uSiftcation ; 
bur that they may pacifie Conſcience with this ; that they find , by crrtain 
marks and ſigns, that they are God's children'; and, as ſuch, may conclude, 
their ſins arc the ſpots of God's children} and therefore they need be no 


further concern'd about chem. This tf PLA is rue, that Juſtificati- 
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= on is compleated at firſt-;, but then, the ſence of -it in our Conſciences, isn 
compleated : and 'tis required of us, that WE plead this Diſcharge, or Jul 
tio at God's Bar always; and that we oppole this Zuitifying Righteoufſne 
all the Accuſations of Law and Satan in. the Conſcience. - Hence it is, thF'ir 
1s our buſineſs every moment to believe Juſtification 4” that we may keey#he 
Conſcience clean, and purged from dead works, Heb. g. 13. whereby we ſ{&$ an 
abſolute neceffuy of having confant recourſe continually to the Righteouſnds of 
Zejus \, and ſo be obliged to fer an high efeem and value upon it, 
The Fifth Realon why our Spiritual Aﬀeions are cooled to the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, is; becauſe we do not ſee us brightneſs and excellency. We 
4 are not convinc'd, and perſwaded in our Conſciences, that it is a compleat and 
perfett Riphteouſneſs, of an infinite, eternal, and unchangeable value, wirtue and 
dignity : Becauſe we do not believe and ſee the ineftmable excellency of this 
God-like Righteouſneſs. Hence it is, that we have ſuch a pradfical diſeſteem 
of it. Mcn cannot bear we ſhould exalt this Righteouſneſs in Expreſſions be- 
coming its Excellency and Glory, though they be Scrittural ones. T hey, as 
Satan's injlruments, would darken this Grace of God; and Satan well knows, 
if the can keep us off from a Heavenly Communion with this Righteouſneſs 
Which is at God's Right-hand, where Chriſt is; he then ſhall not only rob 
ws of our Comforts, but hinder us in our Holy Walk. He knows this well 
enough, that nothing carries on the 1/ork of Sandtification, as Juſlifying 
Faith 1n continual exerciſe, 

The Sixth Reaſon why we do ſo pradfically light the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, is this; That we have very mean thoughts of God s att of Imputation. 
We do not Readialtly belicve that bzs Righteouſneſs is fo made ours, as the 
Werd of God exprefſes it We think it is the Righteouſneſs of another 
wholly without us ;, and, through = of heart, we mult have ſomething 
ſenſibly of our own to commend us. If our own graze be the hand that bolds 
this ſhield, we glorv more in the hand, than in the ſhield that covers us, 
We arc apt totiink thzs righteouſneſs is gone to Heaven ; anJ it ist20 
great a ſelf emptying to have recourſe thither to it continually. And we are 
apt rothink, in our Conſciences, thatwe mult ſubltitute our on righteouſ- 

} neſs as Vice-roy , in its room on Earth, to procure all fayour, and Peace of 
4 Conſcience. We deal with our own Righteouſneſs, as Pharaoh dealt with 
| Zoſepb, who ſet him over all the Land, though under himſelf ; and when 
the People cried to Pharaob, he ſent them to Jeſeph. So-we arc apt to go 
? to our own righteonſu2ſs for eyery thing, as the Yice-gerent of the Reghtecuſ- 
= neſs of Gedwhich # by Faith. All this while we allow the Righteouſneſs of 
; Chriſt to poſſeſs the Throne, only there it ſhall fir negleted. Ah ! but this 
is a Complemenrting way to dethrone imputed righteouſneſs 3 and, as of old, 
cry, Hail Maſter "Rik and betray it. ; , 
And, Seventhly. This alſo has a Tendency to create a light eſteem 
of imputed righteouſneſs ;, even our ſlowneſs of heart to believe the great and glo- 
THOHS priciledges of the Saints as vejted with it. T he Scripture ſays, They ws 
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alNgir, gloricus , without ſpot or wrinkle, Cant. 4. 7. Or blemiſh, or any ſuch 
thi, Epheſ. 5. 27. And withent fault: before the Throne, Rev. 14. 5.—1.6. 
. ( agÞvrapt round with this infinite Righteouſneſs ) fo they are ſaid to be 
mate Kings and Prieſts ; . Called heirs of God, and Joint-heirs with Jeſs 
Chrif, 8c. Rom. 8. 17. With unſpeakable other Priviledges, . as they 
are Þade perfect through the comelineſs of the righteouſneſs of Jeſus. W hen 
SoulYhave ſome glimpſe of this by Faith, How do they value and ad- 
mirFthis 71ghteouſneſs > How do they renounce all ſelf, yea the beſt of (elf, 
that they may be found cloathed with it ? Phil. 3.8. and they count every 
thing but droſs, and dogs-meat in compariſon of it z But when through the 
darkneſs of Unbelief, they cannor ſce into theſe Glorious Priviledges, then 
they have not that value for the Blood of Chriſt as afore. A view 'by 
Faih of theſe tranſcendent Priviledges, is ſo far from t-mpting the Soul 
to looſneſs, that nothing does more con$train the Soul to a holy walk. Satan is 
not ignorant of this, when he ſtirs up the Tongues and Pens of Men, that 
are drunk with their own carnal wiſdom, to wilifie and ridicule thoſe Priza- 
ledges belonging to Believers, that reſult from the Impuration of this God- 
like righteouſneſs; yet they cannot out-do Satan with his private SuggeFtions to 
the Soul; and when he can thereby prevail with the conſcience to be ſhie of 
thoſe bleſſings that the Word of God declares belong to them, whole ſins are 
covered ; he ſoon prevails with them to deſpiſe the pretiows bl:od of the Lamb 
of God. Becauſe of the afore-mentioned things and othets, the ſeul, un- 
der the cleareſt notzons of imputed righteouſneſs , comes to loath this Spiritual. 
Manna , 'to.cry out, What muſt we have nothing but this light bread? and fo 
value the Onions and Garlik, and the Fleſh- pots of Egypt beyond it: But Oh 
Pelievers ! ſuffer me tro Renew my Ezhortation to you. | 
Have a care of a pradtical undervaluing of the death and blood of Chriſt: 
That you may doo, take heed of-entertaining in your Conſciences thoſe' 
dark and deſtructive Maxims as have been mentioned , whether rhey 
come in from the Pulpit, Preſs, or Private Diſcourſes, or Satan's private 


ſuggeitions. 


Exh. II. Always lock, and always lean upon that Righteouſneſs, which 
7s above at Ged's right hand , where Chriit ts, Colc\ 3. 1.. If ye then be riſen 
with Chrift, ſeek thoſe things which are above , where Chriſt ſuteth at the right- 
hand of God,” Verſ. 2. Set your affeftions on things above. and nct on things on 
the earth. Be like the Merchants-ſhip, that brings ber food from 5 Prov. 
31.14. Thus let your converſation be in heaven, beholding and pitting on 
this righteouſneſs every moment of the day : Dwell in the hght of this 
ſhining righteouſneſs, that you may ſee your ſelf and fin more thoroughly 
and ſtand upon your watch agaiaſt every fin of a thought, and the leaſt 
aCt of \ gr ; that you may {till riſe higher and higher in your eſteem 
" of , and application to that ri-bteouſneſs of the Son of God. - Look unto a 

Crucified Yifus , that you might hate, and loath, and be ſick of in, ape 
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ſo loye the Blood of Jeſus. —= And now a word of Exhortation to or 
Sinners, 


Lv 


Oh you poor miſerable Wretches ! ſuffer you alſo a Word of Eer- 
tation. I exhort you, the vileſt of you, to look unto a Crucified Je , 
lifted upon the Bloody Croſs, as the Serpent was lifted up by Moſes i the 
Wilderneſs. - 1 ſay look unto him, that you may be convinc'd of Your 
odious pollution, and deSþerate miſery. Behold your own foul Face in That 
Glaſs, and read the Hell your (ins deſerve in that Book. Look to a bleed- 
ing Zeſus, O blind ! that ye may ſee, Iſa. 42.18. Iſa. 42. 18. Hear the Story of * F 
Eternal Love in his wounded lides, that ye may hear. A Jeſus lifted upon the | 
Croſs. zs given for a light to the Gentiles , Iſa. 42. 18. —49. 6. Even to the 
worſt of | alt to open their blind eyes. And 'tis he thus lifted up,that draws 
all Men unto him, John 12, 32. Sinners, I beſpeak you, under foe ranks,to 
look to him whom Jniquitzes have pierced and wounded. 

Firſt, You ſinners, that are borribly debauch'd, and yet ſecure, conſider , 
1. Whether the Storyof Feſus, as recorded in the Bible, and as Preach't in 
the World, be true or not? 2, Whether this doth not concern the vileſt of 
Sinners? 3. Whether it doth nat concern you as ſuch? And let this a- 
waken your attentions to conſider what's ſpoken concerning this Lamb" of 
God being made an Offering for. Sin: Thus let me ſummon your attenti- 
on ; and whilſt you attend, who knows but a Supernatural Light may 
break in upon your dark conſctences, to diſcover to you your Diſeaſe and 
Remedy together ;Or,at leaſt , it may awaken the Law of God in your con- 
ſciences. For this is found to be experimentally true in Preaching ; that 
the Exaltation of a Crucified Zeſus puts a Soul under more legal awakenings, 
than the Thundering of the Law does. 


IT. You vile debauched ſinners, that have frequent gripes of Conſcience , let 
me Fxhort you alfo to kok out for a thorough convidtion of your ſtate, peace of 
conſcience , and power againſt your corruptions , from a believing view of a 
crucified Jeſus. The reaſon why you return 45 dogs to your vom of filthineſs, 
after-ſo many convidtions,is,becanſe your convidtions hive not been through. 
That they may be ſo, behold your odiows ſins in the Glaſs of this great Sa- 
erifice of Atonement. Look unto him that fin has bruiſed : then you'l mourn 
fer, oath, and firſake your Iniquities, and never rightly before. Your cor- 
ruptions will be ſtil] tos mighty for you, unleſs my ſubdue them in that - blood 
FA cleanſes from all ſin. Sin is tightly to be ſlain on the ſlain Prince of 
Life. 


HI. And you Self-jufitiaries ; who- have quite choak't your conſciences 
with your own doings ; hear you alſo the Yoice of the Son of God, Hearken 
you ftout-bearted that are far from righteouſneſs, and beliold a crucified-feſus 
bringing bis righteouſneſs near, Iſa; 46. 12," Compare your righteouſneſs, an 
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af works with the righteouſneſs of Jeſus ; and - you'll quickly ſee they wilt - © 
ofit yous Ia. 57.12; and 7 mon? your own to be but drojs jar Ang | 
re of t 
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ah them. together in the be Sandtuary, and you'll find your 
ether lighter than vanity. If you take a view of the excellency of his 
oa, you'll ſoon ſee your ſelf, as well as your fin, to be odivus and a- 
able.. Were ever your works and deeds in Heaven, in the Loſem cf 
ather ? but Jeſus has been there, Did they ever come .down trom 
Helven. ? But Jeſus came from thence. Are they innocent and' per- 
fect? Bur 7eſus was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, and ſo was his death 
and obedience. Are they infinite, eternal, unchangeable ? but tlie Re- 
deemer is ſo in his obedience and ſufferings. Lid your good-heart,your 
good-works, your good-deeds (as you call them ) ever bear the weight 
of Divine Vengeance? Did they ſuffer > Did they bleed? Did they die? Or 
were they Nailed to the Croſs> Did they make full Artonement and 
Satisfation 2 But Jeſus has done and ſuffered all thele. An4 yet will 
you offer to po up your own good meanings, and good deeds, in the room 
of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, to obtain for you eternal Glory, acce3 tance, peace- - 
of conſcience, and Evangelical Holineſs: If you look'unto « Crucified Zeſus, and 
if God help you to look aright, you will ſee your belt of doings to be bur filthy 
rags ;, your own covering too narrow for you z your ſtate, though white- waſhe, . 
yer ſtill polluted ; and you have mward rotteneſs , for all your outward 


pant. 


IV. Hear me alſo, you Sinners, that are ſtill working for lite, yet cans - 
not quiet your conſciences ; yet place ſtil] your hopes upan your on works and 
inventions; who, as faſt as conwdtions grieve your conſaaences , ſtifle all, by 
finding your life by your own doings, Ia. 57. 10. Ah! let me tell you, fs - 
in vain to quiet Conſcience with any thing ſhort of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
No other Salve can heal the burning wounds thereof, but the Blood of God : and 
if you mix any thing of your own with that Salve, it will nor ſtick to the 
wound z if you hould make a ſhift to ſtick it-bere, it will certainly drop-. 
off, as ſoon as you enter Eternity, I know this is the flumbling block in 
your way; you would have a full convidtion before you come to Chriſt. Bur the 
way of the Goſpel is to come to Chriſt, for a full, ſaving, and thorough con- 
vidtion of ſin, as has been already-proved. It you are reſolved never to 
come to. Chriſt till you are fully convinc'd of ſun firſt ; you may ſtick there and 
periſh, and never ſce fin as = would, cill you fee {in in Hell o# your 
ſelves, through the Glaſs of Divine Vengeance, as your ecernal wrack and 
torture. But if you would have a right fight of tin, fee {in- appeating . 
on a dying Satisfying Feſus. 1 ſpeak to you all in the Language of che 
Goſpel; Come as you are, poor, vile, periihing ſinners to Chr:#, to behold 
him dying.for ſinners as ſuch. *'Tis cercain, when he died for dinners, he 
conlidered them onely in the _— of their Rebellion, to- encourage 
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he conſider our Obedience or Honour, we ſhould bring him iere 2 
Did he confider'Sinners as Glorifying * him in Heaven z No, in \Þ 
heighth of his Sufferings for them, he conlidered chem-in the heighth Bf 
their Rebellion. Rom. 5. 8. But God commendeth his Love towards us 


while we were yet Sinners Chriſt died for us. There is an Eminent InſtFice 


of it inthe 29. of the As: *T is conceived moſt of rhem Converted then, 
. were fome way or other concern'd in his Murder, Many of them'Y as 
it's thought) were amongſt chem, which cryed, Crucifie him, crucifie Bim, 
and ſtirred up the Komiſh Magiſtrates to the grearclt Rage, Some of 
' them ſpate on him, ſome blaſphemed him, and mock'd him. And yer 
all chis while he was Suffering for them, while he ſaw-their Fury, heard 
their Blaiphemy, "felt their Crueltyz He was then ' Aroning for their 
* Craelty and Blaiphemy ; He cryed out, Father forgive them, they know not 
what they do, Luke 23. 34. And as an Effe& of that Prayer, Thoſe were 
afterwards Converted. Suppoſe, you, O Sinners, had been among them 
when they had been Prick'd zn their Conſciences ; You might perhaps have 
heard them cry out; Ab, wretch as I am! Did he ſuffer S mine Iniquities 
in ſmuing bim? And another ; Did he ſatzsfie for my Blaiphemy that 'moment 
1 ivas Blaipheming him? What a filthy Wretch was I? And athird; Did 
he make Atonement for my Perſecutions then, when I was attually Perſecuting 
of bim, crying. Crucifie hun, crucifie him, 8c. 

Burt ſuppoſe again, Poor Sinners, If you had all liv'd inthat Day, and 
ſtood about the Groſs and ſhook your Heads and Revil'd him, and had 
cryed out with the incenfed Rabble z; There hangs a Blaipbemer, a licentious 
Antinomian ;, and then would have-inſulted over him with their blaſphe- 
mous language z You with your great Faith there, where -#s your Faith now? 
come down from the Croſs, if your Faith be ſo great. And whilſt you had been 
ating thus; ſuppoſe one that you would have credited, had come-and - 
diſcoursd you thus, Po you know who it zs that ſuffers here ? whom 1t zs that you 
thus revile and taunt over ? *Tis the beloved Son of the Father ;, the great Emma- 
nuel, the Saviour of Sinners ;, the Prince of Life that there ſuffers, and that you 
thrs deride? Would nothing ( think you) have made you hold your 
Tongues with confaſion, and draw back with ſhame. But ſuppoſe he 
ſhould have gone on, and ſaid ; *T7s for the ſins of Enemies and Rebels, yea, 
for the very Blaiphemy of this blaFheming Rabble, that he- now ſuffers all theſe 
things. Imagine you how this would have Aſtoniſt'd'you, and made 
you loath Sin and Blaſphemy, as much as you were taken with it before. 
[5ut ſuppoſe he ſhould have added to every one of you in particular, 7t zs 
for thee, yea, it ts thy Scrrows that he bare ; "tis for thy Tranſereſſions be 3s thus 
zounded ; 'tts for thine Iniquities be # thus bruiſed . He is now bearing the 
Vengeance due to thy Craelty, whilſt thou art-affing.it + His Love and Pity to 
thee are fach, that hs is now fatisfyinz his Father's Juſtice for thy wicked Speeches 
zhilit thou art pouring them out before him, Y ou may ſuppoſe how this would 
have melted each of you down, and made-you have abhorr'd your -— | 
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ndSin in'Duſt and Aſhes; even in Tears and Confuſion of Face. Ir 
weld have made cach of you-cry out, What, for me! what, ſuffer for me! 
for ſuch aRebel as 1! what, ſi er for me, who bave. ſuch 'an band in bis 
Sufffgings ! Here is Love indeed ! here's ſounding of Bowels ro purpoſe ! 
Oh Jy Sin ! that dereſied ching ! What a Monlter art thou! O Sins, 
howPo Iloath you ! how do 1abhor my ſelf in Dutt in Aſh's ! - Though 
yougid not live then, yet you may ſtill rake a turn by. Faith about the 
bloody Croſs, and preſent by Faith to your Soul the ſame cruel Tragedy 
acted over again. Call back by Faith his Sufferings of almoſt Seventcen 
, hundred Years ago, to the time preſent, Meditate on the Lord of Glo- 
ry hanged upon the Tree, bearing all the Weight of that Vengeance 
has been afore mentioned. Then let thy Conſcience ask the Queſtion, 
What was it for? And let itreccive this Anſwer 2 7t was for Sin, but-not 
for his own, but for the ſin of others. Then let thy Conſcicnce, O Sinner ! 
enquire, ho was it for? And be thus Anſwered again; J7t was for the 
worſt and vileſt of Sinners. And then Refle& upon thy Self, and tay 'in 
thine heart, If for the worſt and vileſt of Sinners; I can be but the worſt and 
wile; then why not for me? I muſt accept of his Death and Satisfattion, as 
freely offered, or elſe be Damned for ever. Then why may notl in the firengrh 
of Chriſt's yenture my Soul on his Death and Obedience? If there be 
no other way of Salvation; where then ſhall I go bur roa Crucified Jeſus? 
Is this the effeRt of boundle's Love to the vileſt of Enemies? I am not 
worſe than the vileſt, and why not ro me? Was this great SatisfaQtion - 
ſo compleatly paid for the worlt of Sinners? And it 1s now fo freely 
oftcred to the worſt of Sinners? And as ſuch are they commanded to ac- 
cept of it in the All-ſuſticiency of the Power:coming down from Chriſt 2 
I can be no more than the worſt and moſt impotent of Sinners; then 
why may nor'l in this Strength lay hold on this offered Grace, if offered 
ſo infinitely free to Sinners, as Sinners, that have not the leaſt Farthing 
ro pay to entitle them to it; thenlI that am ſo miſerable, poor and na« 
ked ; why may not [accept of it ? .1 muſt Accepr, or Reje&t ; and ſhall 
I RejeR the only Remedy ſo freely offered > And farther, Poor Sinner, if 
4 che” Spirit ſhall give thee to ſee thy Sin in particular layd on this Cru- 
cified Jeſus 3 How will it make thee loath and foriake thy particular 
Sins? lt isa grear Miſtake to think or aſſert, that the vilelt of Sinner 
being made to believe with the Faith of God's Ele, that their Sins are 
layd on Chrilt, it will encourage them to go on in fin. T hat notorious 
- Sinner mentioned in the 7th of Luke, is an undenyable inſtance ro the 
contrary 3 She was a notorious Sinner, a moſt filthy Wrerch "and as 
ſuch, made to receive Free-Grace. The Scripture ſays, $%e wept. and did 
much, becauſe ſhe loved much : And, ſbe loved mach, becauſe much + as 'orgiven 
her. Thou ſhalt be help'd in thy Conſcience really, tr ſay, is this! O, 
is this the havock my Sins have made on the Inn.;cent Locd of Gloty ? 
Was it for Sins he was thus "Vounded? for my Blaſphemy 2 for my 
© Drunkenue(? tor my Swearing 2 for my. Sabbath-breaking? vows 
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ing ; farwel Vanicy., -and all-;the. reſt of my bitter Morſck thr 4 
uſed-to rowl .with. pleaſure: under ; my. Tongue.- Poor - Sinners Mh, 
poor miſerable Sinners | Let-me in _invice you in_ my Maſters Namrg in 
the Wocing Language of my Dying Lord; in the Rethorick of hisfPre- 
cious and Godlike Blood: Go by Faithrto the Croſs ; behold the Lord 
of Heayen flain for Sin; and look on his boundleſs Bowels of pity ſoflad- 
ingthrough his Wounded Sides ! Behold Eternal and- Dilti iſhing 
Love and Grace, beggingthee, thou vileſt of Sinners to accept of it !\ -E- 
leting Love in the Language of Blood and Dz:ath, and Cyingtaroans, in- 
treating of Rebelsto believe;that in thoſe pierced Hands and Feet, God is 
Reconciled to them; and foro belicve-on, until they teel 'their Enmity 
melts away, and fo to. ſubmir to Free, Rich, Glorious Grace Reigning 
through that Righteouſneſs, tiatur'd' with his own Blood ,” flowing 
through thoſebleeding Sides ; 'till they feel they are overcome by Grace t 
and thar becauſe of its Infinite Fulne(s. and Freeneſs, Is there any Swearer, 
Gurſer, or Sabbath breaker here > Come and behold a Dying Jeſus, 
Come ſtand under the Croſs, and ſee the Dimenſions of Love to Sinners 


'in-his Death. View what Fulneſs of Pardoning Grace by him- is pur- 
chaſed. And behold the cruel and curſed Nature of Sin, in what it did 
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unto him when it met upon him on the Tree. | 
\ Now. I leave what hag been ſaid to the Bleffing of che Lord, though I 
neyer ſee your Faces more} A Teſtimony has been born for the Lord. 
Jeſus. Whether you look on him, or whether you forbear 
. Gah 3: Þ Þ A Crucified Jeſus has been evidently ſet forth among you. And if 
- youdeſpiſe Jeſus the Crucified Son of God, and trample his. 
precious Blood, even the Blood of the: Coyenant under foot 4, It. muſt 
ſaid to you, as was laid to them of old 3 Behold, ye DeSpiſers, and wins 
ger and periſh, As 13. 41. | | 


